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Income and Poverty
Median household $6,875 $27,133
Median family $17,014 $32,338
Median per capita $5,904 $17,258
% Families in poverty 45.80% 23.70%
% Individuals in 54.00% 27.90%

poverty
Housing

% Owner occupied 11.80% 46.50%
% Renter occupied 88.30% 42.70%
Median housing value $44,500 $87,300

Primary qualitative data was collected by the SPS/Chaddick team af-
ter consultation with Father Perry and Sister Vera, who worked with the re-
search team before their arrival in New Orleans to identify the primary issues
that they believed needed to be addressed in the recovery of Tulane/Canal.
These issues were initially identified as housing, health care, and economic
development — further evidence that problems associated with this degree
of poverty are multidimensional. The research team then compiled a list of
organizations present in New Orleans prior to Katrina that provided services
to address these problems. The original team identified 205 government and
nonprofit organizations. Of these 205, they targeted sixty-eight that they be-
lieved were related to the mission of the T/CNDC — thirty that dealt with
housing, twenty-three involved with health and human services, and fifteen
related to economic development. Team members were able to meet with
representatives and attend meetings in thirty-nine of these sixty-eight target-
ed organizations during their time on the ground in New Orleans. Data came
from participant observations of the Bring Back New Orleans Commission
(BBNOC), as well as various nonprofit organizations, public and nonprofit
collaboratives, focus groups, individual interviews with government offi-
cials, and representatives of nonprofit agencies.
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The Strategic Plan: Evidence of a Variety of Needs

As aresult of this data collection the SPS/Chaddick team identified eight
major areas of need in the Tulane / Canal or Mid-City neighborhood. This ba-
sically corroborated the categories identified by Father Perry and Sister Vera,
except that the researchers focused more on housing, health, and human
services and less on economic development because they determined these
were greater needs. They specified these needs in the goals and objectives
of the Strategic Plan, initially prepared for St. Joseph Church but ultimately
adopted for the newly formed Mid-City Collaborative. The first three goals
are organizational, the next three call for the provision of services to the com-
munity’s poor, and the last two are administrative. Broadly these goals are:

* Organization: clarify organizational identity and affiliations.

* Staffingand volunteers: recruit, retain, and build number and capacity
of paid staff and volunteers.

* Networking/partnerships: maximize potential networking and
partnership opportunities with public (government), nonprofit, and
private-sector organizations.

e Housing: support for community members in all degrees of
housing need, including homelessness, affordable rental housing
and homeownership.

e Community health services and referrals for physical and mental
health needs.

e Community social services referrals and the establishment of a one-
stop advocacy center to provide residents and/or homeless with
appropriate services or referrals.

* Professional reports, documents and services: identify and clarify
needs for consultant and other professional services, and appropriate
experts to provide them.

e Physical and social inventory: determine the need for a detailed land-
use and social-data framework for the neighborhood to advance the
position of the Mid-City Collaborative in the broader community.

The goals of the strategic plan confirm that the correlates of poverty
found in the literature and discussed in this paper indeed existed in Tulane/
Canal and Mid-City both before and after Katrina. The data also indicate
that these needs must all be addressed simultaneously if poverty is to be al-
leviated so that the neighborhood can move forward in the long term.

The Rebuild Center has been established to meet many of the goals of
the Mid-City Collaborative’s Strategic Plan, especially in regard to provid-
ing services to the poor. Although at this writing the center has only been in
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operation for one year, its principals share a strong sense that it will help al-
leviate the negative effects of Katrina and poverty in New Orleans, not only
in the short term but in the long term as well. Although many organizational
partners have taken on the responsibility of actually delivering needed serv-
ices, the role of the SPS/Chaddick teams in identifying these needs and pro-
posing remedies was a major building block to serving the poor of Tulane/
Canal and Mid-City New Orleans. While much is yet to be done, the SPS/
Chaddick teams will remain involved with the evaluation of these services,
revisions to their strategic plan, and their effects on the poor of Tulane / Canal
and Mid-City.

Rebuild Center mural overlooking New Orleans.
Photo courtesy of the author

Most importantly, the Vincentian values on which the Rebuild Center
was founded are sure to play a major role in its success. For as the plan
was formulated with attention to “the societal, economic, cultural and ethical
quality of life” of the Mid-City neighborhood in New Orleans, the plan also
specifies that each individual served through the center be recognized for his
or her inherent value, and treated with dignity and respect.



