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“It’s about
seeing yourself
as a mythic
creator coming
into a circle of
other creators
and dismissing
this idea of
hierarchies.”

Marquee

A Level Playing Field
Allen Turner democratizes Indigenous mythology
in games that empower everybody
Teaching DePaul students
to craft professional-caliber
video games is just one goal
of the DePaul Originals Game
Studio (DOGS), says its creative
director, Allen Turner, a senior
professional lecturer in the
Eugene P. Jarvis College of
Computing and Digital Media’s
School of Design.
“Making an entertaining
experience is aspect number
one,” says Turner, who
previously worked in tech
support and design for such
pioneering video game studios
as Bungie, Day 1 Studios and
Wideload Games. “But we’re
also making the experiences
accessible and useful outside
DePaul, particularly in

marginalized communities,
so we can show people this is
a valid career option they can
explore at DePaul.”
To meet those different
challenges, it helps to be a
“shape changer,” an identity
Turner says sprouted from
his African American Lakota
Sioux roots. Turner began
exploring that heritage
as a youth when relatives
from South Dakota’s Sioux
reservations visited his family
in the Ida B. Wells Homes, a
public housing complex of the
Chicago Housing Authority.
He later became involved with
the American Indian Center of
Chicago and other institutions
as a storyteller.

“I like the idea of taku
skan skan, a Lakota term
for creation that says we’re
always in motion,” says Turner.
“Creation didn’t happen way
back then—it’s happening all
the time within you.”
That philosophy and
mitakuye oyasin, a Lakota
benediction celebrating the
interconnectedness of all living
creatures, informed Arboretum
Mysterium, a card game Turner
designed that replaces the
European symbols on tarot
cards with images of nature.
He’s used the game in community outreach to help youth
“reexamine the big stories
in your life you’re carrying.
It’s about seeing yourself as
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a mythic creator coming into
a circle of other creators and
dismissing this idea of hierarchies,” says Turner.
Ehdrigohr, a fantasyhorror, role-playing board
game Turner designed, also
draws on the mythologies
of Indigenous cultures
and involves therapeutic
self-examination. Its nocturnal
adversaries, the Shivers, are a
metaphor for the debilitating
effects of depression Turner
sees as pervasive in underserved populations.
Similarly, the antagonists
of the video game currently in
development at DOGS are grotesque contortions of beings
warped by depression and
despair. Rose, a mystical dog
who fell from the sky, battles
and evades these enemies as
the game’s main character.
Yet, like every game Turner
creates, the keys to victory are
teamwork and hope.
“When we get into these
creation spaces, and when
we’re playing with another
person, we become present
and more open and vulnerable
in a way that we just aren’t
in our normal day-to-day
interactions,” says Turner. “In
those moments, that’s where
we can ask these big, deep
questions, and that’s where we
can allow ourselves to imagine
new ways of being.”
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Alumni gathered at Feed My Starving Children
in Libertyville to pack nutritious meals for
families in need in Ukraine.

Memoranda

Alumni Create Community
on Vincentian Service Day
Alumni and friends at more than a dozen service sites in Chicago and across the country
came together on May 8, 2022, to enact DePaul’s Vincentian mission in their communities.
All told, alumni volunteers spent upward of 500 collective hours
on Vincentian Service Day serving those in need, beautifying their
local public spaces and performing acts of charity in the spirit of
service upon which DePaul was founded.
Thank you to everyone who served on Vincentian Service Day
this year!

Bay Area alumni helped maintain the nursery for
Planting Justice, a food justice nonprofit group.

Alumni and friends sorted and packaged handmade cards for Cardz
spreading cheer to kids and families.

The Arizona alumni chapter
worked with Maggie’s Place
Family Success Center to host a
Mother’s Day party.

6

D E PA U L M AG A Z I N E

SUMMER 2022

Chicagoland alumni assisted the Tree House Humane Society with a
gardening project.

for Kidz,
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Finishing Strong with The Finish Line Fund
Earning a college degree is hard. It involves enduring countless
sleepless nights, reading thousands of pages and writing numerous
papers. It shouldn’t be even harder because of a student’s finances.
That’s where The Finish Line Fund comes in. Created
in 2021, The Finish Line Fund provides critical, immediate-use funds to DePaul University students who
may be as close as one class away from graduating
and have exhausted all other options.
And it is already making an impact with students.
“A DePaul degree makes a difference,” says Ankit,
a student in the College of Science and Health. “The
university has a mission. Students want to make a
change. They want to do something positive. Getting
seniors over the finish line so they can do that is a

positive thing for the communities they’re going to work in. We should
do our best to support each and every one of them in getting there.”
The funds help students who need financial assistance to complete the last requirements for their degrees. “The
Finish Line Fund alleviated a lot of stress and allowed
me to focus on a strong finish to my last quarter of
undergrad,” says Hayley, a student in the College of
Business. “The generosity of donors has allowed me
to better achieve my goals and dreams.”
When you support The Finish Line Fund, a generous
donor will match your contribution, dollar for dollar,
doubling the impact of your gift. Make your gift and
support The Finish Line Fund today at give.depaul.edu/
finishline.

Register for Alumni & Family
Weekend 2022
Registration is now open for Alumni & Family Weekend 2022.
Join us for a weekend full of fun events from Thursday, Oct. 13 to
Sunday, Oct. 16. Meet up with friends and former classmates at an
elegant evening reception in downtown Chicago on Friday night,
join us for the Blue Demon Bash block party under the Fullerton
‘L’ stop on Saturday, and enjoy a full weekend of other fun and
engaging events designed for you to reconnect with the people and
places that made your college experience special.
To see the full schedule of events and to register for Alumni &
Family Weekend, visit alumni.depaul.edu.
SUMMER 2022
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Milestones

Martine Kei Green-Rogers
Named Dean of
The Theatre School
Martine Kei Green-Rogers was
named dean of The Theatre School.
Green-Rogers was formerly interim
dean of the Division of Liberal Arts
at the University of North Carolina
School of the Arts. She is also the
immediate past president of the
Literary Managers and Dramaturgs
of the Americas.

International Journal on
Homelessness Launched
DePaul’s George and Tanya Ruff
Institute of Global Homelessness
(IGH) published the first issue of its
International Journal on Homelessness, a peer-reviewed academic
journal focused on homelessness
through an international lens. IGH
founded the journal in partnership
with Western University in Ontario,
Canada, and Cardiff University in
Cardiff, Wales.

Filipo Sharevski Awarded
NSA Grant
Filipo Sharevski, assistant professor in the Eugene P. Jarvis College
of Computing and Digital Media,
was awarded a $949,000 grant
from the National Security Agency’s National Centers of Academic
Excellence in Cybersecurity to
bring cybersecurity courses into
high school classrooms. Sharevski
is principal investigator of the
National Cybersecurity Teaching
Academy, a collaboration among
10 U.S. institutions that is the first
certification organization of its
kind for high school teachers.
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Feeding Body and Soul

A DePaul student
enjoys breakfast
with children from
the surrounding
community in 1971.

A student-run breakfast program brought the
DePaul community together
In years past, DePaul’s cafeteria food might
best be described as … filling. While DePaul
alumni might not cherish their own dining experiences, there is one food-related memory
that may be nourishing their souls—the DePaul
University Breakfast Feeding Program.
During the 1960s, the Lincoln Park neighborhood surrounding DePaul’s campus was a
multiracial, economically depressed area. With
gentrification on the rise, activism became an
everyday occurrence in and around campus.
Among those activists were The DePaulia’s
managing editor Mike Walters (LAS ’70) and
columnist James Hammonds (LAS ’70, JD
’73). The two friends often kicked around
various ideas for the newspaper and beyond.
“At some point, we talked about this concept
of the breakfast program,” says Hammonds,
“and I thought that it was a great idea.”
Hammonds, a founding member of
DePaul’s Black Student Union, says he and
Walters based their program on the breakfast
program run by the Black Panthers for children
in Black communities.
“We had relations with Fred Hampton and the
Black Panther Party, and [Puerto Rican activists]
the Young Lords were involved,” Hammonds
says. “We tried to involve ourselves with everybody who lived and worked in that community.”
After getting permission from the university to start the program, Hammonds and
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Walters secured a space in the Academy
Building (now Byrne Hall) where they could
serve breakfast to the children of low-income
families living in apartment buildings around
DePaul. Once the word got out, other students
volunteered to organize, staff, fundraise and
run the program. “It was the other students at
DePaul who actually did the grunt work and
made it happen on a daily basis,” Hammonds
recalls. They served upward of 100 children
a day.
Hammonds looks back on the experience
with fondness and gratitude, particularly for
Rev. John R. Cortelyou, C.M. (CSH MS ’43),
who was then DePaul’s president. “A lot of
the projects and things that we did could
not have been done if it had not been for the
administration,” Hammonds says.
While the breakfast program lasted only
a short time, it was part of a formative experience for Hammonds at DePaul. “All these
experiences have made me who I am. Since
leaving DePaul I’ve been involved in numerous
projects and programs in Chicago and the
Austin community where I live.”
Reflecting on the breakfast program,
Hammonds says, “There are these moments
when you know God is in something. Everything
kind of fell into place, and people who hadn’t
been doing anything together did what they
needed to do to make it work.”

Milestones

Master Class

How to Make Kids Safer Swimmers
By Liz Huber (COE MEd ’10) and Anna Biggins (COE MEd ’09)
We’re lifelong friends, DePaul alumnae and
former elementary school teachers who now
teach children and families how to create
safer swimmers sooner. CAST Water Safety
Foundation provides aquatic-survival lessons
for infants and children, showing them how to
swim, float and rescue themselves in water.
Using sensor y-motor-lear ning and
stimulus-response techniques, instructors
at CAST teach them to roll to their backs, find
air, float and wait for help to arrive. When they
are coordinated in their movements, they are
strong enough to learn to kick and swim.
It is important to expose children to water
in ways that will foster not only fun, but also
respect for and understanding of the aquatic
environment. According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, three children
die each day as a result of drowning, which is a
leading cause of death for kids ages 1–4. The
vast majority of drowning accidents happen
when it is not swim time, often because kids
who wear “floaties” have a false sense of their
own swimming capabilities and go back to the
water’s edge alone, unskilled and overconfident.
Here are some safety tips to keep little
ones safer this summer:
• Constant adult supervision is required in
and around water! Designate an adult to
actively supervise swimmers at all times.
• Always be in the water within arm’s reach
of unskilled swimmers.
• Create a routine for entering any body of
water with permission.

• Do not use flotation devices (i.e., puddle
jumpers) as learn-to-swim toys. They
create a falsely perceived ability to swim
and delay the true learn-to-swim process.
• Water play keeps non-swimmers safer when
one-on-one time with an adult in the pool is
not possible. Consider water tables, slippery
slides, water squirters and sprinklers when
adults are outnumbered by children.
• Going on a boat, pier or dock? Wear a United
States Coast Guard-approved life jacket
at all times.
Looking for high-quality, early-childhood
swim lessons? Look for lessons that:
• Allow for frequent, individualized, oneon-one lessons
• Deliver visible results in weeks, not years
• Do not use flotation devices as instructional
aids
• Allow children to safely practice survival
skills while fully clothed
• Emphasize safe and appropriate delivery
of skills and survival before comfort and
games
• Teach children to establish breath control,
learn to swim independently with their eyes
open and face in the water, and roll to a float
for a period of time
Learn more about Liz and Anna at
depaulmagazine.com. For more safety tips,
educational materials and information on
CAST-supported survival-swim lessons,
visit castwatersafety.org.

Lori Smedley Named
Interim Vice President
for Advancement
and External Relations
Lori Smedley has been appointed
interim vice president for
DePaul’s Division of Advancement
and External Relations. An
accomplished fundraiser with
more than 20 years of experience
in the nonprofit sector, Smedley
previously served as associate vice
president for advancement.

DePaul and Rush Universities
Expand Collaboration
DePaul and Rush universities,
co-founders of the Center for
Community Health Equity, will
expand their collaboration into
science, education and technology. The universities signed a
memorandum of understanding to
explore opportunities for seminars,
courses and academic programs
as well as research, internships
and practicums that draw from
the institutions’ expertise in health
science, liberal arts, the humanities, and social and data sciences.

Zack Ostrowski Wins Meier
Achievement Award
Zack Ostrowski, an associate
professor in The Art School,
was honored with the 2021
Meier Achievement Award, which
recognized him for innovation
and community impact in his
multi-arts work. His work
examines cultural structures
through drawing, graphic design,
installation, video, music, parody
and performance.
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