
Vincentian Heritage Journal Vincentian Heritage Journal 

Volume 22 Issue 1 Article 2 

Spring 2001 

The Eventful Life of Vincente de Paul Andrade The Eventful Life of Vincente de Paul Andrade 

Stafford Poole C.M. 

Follow this and additional works at: https://via.library.depaul.edu/vhj 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Poole, Stafford C.M. (2001) "The Eventful Life of Vincente de Paul Andrade," Vincentian Heritage Journal: 
Vol. 22 : Iss. 1 , Article 2. 
Available at: https://via.library.depaul.edu/vhj/vol22/iss1/2 

This Articles is brought to you for free and open access by the Vincentian Journals and Publications at Via 
Sapientiae. It has been accepted for inclusion in Vincentian Heritage Journal by an authorized editor of Via 
Sapientiae. For more information, please contact digitalservices@depaul.edu. 











15 
(2) Clerical seminaries (seminarios clericales). Their 
purpose was the immediate preparation of clerics for 
the reception of different orders. Hence the time spent 
in these was brief, between three months and a year. 
They were auxiliary to Tridentine seminaries and re-
sembled the retreats for ordinands in the time of Saint 
Vincent de Paul. Between 1857 and 1883 the 
Vincentians directed three such seminaries in Mexico. 

(3) Minor or collegiate seminaries (seminaries menores, 
colegios-seminarios). These were somewhat equivalent 
to American high schools and admitted both candi-
dates for the priesthood and lay students to the courses 
in the humanities. Ordinarily these schools were un-
der the administration of lay persons, while the 
Vincentians had charge of religious formation. 

The Eventful Life of Father Andrade 

Manuel Andrade's youngest son, Vicente de Patil, was born on 23 
February 1844 in Mexico City.' His father entrusted the early educa-
tion of his three sons to the colegio-seminario directed by the 
Vincentians in Leon. The young Vicente entered the Congregation of 
the Mission there on 12 November 1863 and took his vows 13 Novem-
ber 1865.10  According to the Mexican Historian Bravo Ugarte, he be-
gan teaching at the seminary of Jalapa prior to ordination, and it was 
there that he received orders up to diaconate in 1867. The records of 
the general curia, however, show him to have gone to Jalapa only after 
ordination to the priesthood.11  Sent to Paris to complete his theologi-
cal studies, he was ordained to the priesthood at the Vincentian 
motherhouse, 19 December 1868. After spending time on the parish 
missions in Mexico and Veracruz, he was sent to the seminary of Jalapa 

Some sources give his full last name as Andrade Pau. See De Dios, La familia 
vicentina, 1: 589-90. His first name is often given as Vicente de Paula, although he him-
self always wrote it as Vicente de Paul. 

10 Bravo Ugarte, B10-BibliografIa, 1: 35, says he entered on 8 November, De Dios on 
the 12th (Lafamilia vicentina, 1:589), as do the records in the general curia (Curia Generalizia 
della Missione, Rome, Dictionnaire du Personnel, troisième serie, 1851-1900). 

11 Bravo Ugarte, Ibid. 
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in 1869., 12  then the seminaries of Zacatecas in 1871,13  Jalapa again in 
1874, Mexico City in 1875, Puebla (3 July 1876-23 April 1877), and the 
central house of San Lorenzo in Mexico City; as provincial treasurer 
and secretary to the provincial, in 1877. His family was well connected, 
and he had good social and cultural relations. Some blamed this for 
the fact that he tended to live outside the community. 

A Province in Disarray 
Under its first three provincials, Armengol (1846-1853), Sanz (1853-

1861), and Juan Masnou (1863-1874), the province of Mexico pros-
pered.14  Their successors, however, AgustIn Torres (1874-1882) and 
Felix Mariscal (1882-1890), had to face major problems, some of them 
self-inflicted. 15  The difficulties appeared during Torres' administra-
tion and peaked during Mariscal's. One difficulty was that the prov-
ince had expanded too rapidly. There was not enough personnel to 
cover all the assignments, but there was also a reluctance by provincial 
authorities to retrench or suppress houses. The programs of formation 
were deficient, and many Vincentians were unprepared for their 
apostolates or even community life. Vicente de Dios believes that the 
fundamental problem of the province during the troubled years was 
the lack of good formation. This, however, was difficult during the 
anticlerical years 1867-1876. Even before Torres, the Mexican province 
was emancipating itself from Spain. 16  In addition, tensions began to 
appear before the Spanish and Mexican members of the province. 

Torres was accused of indiscriminate admissions to the Congrega-
tion, imprudently accepting new foundations, and favoritism toward 
persons, especially young ones, who had his confidence and to whom 
he gave positions beyond their age and qualifications. On 5 July 1878 
Father Perfecto Amézquita, C.M., a Mexican by birth, criticized Torres 
for surrounding himself with young men who could not keep secrets 
or confidences. These caused Amézquita to side with the older, Span-
ish confreres. 17  Torres counterattacked, saying that his critics, mainly 

12  According to the records of the general curia (Curia Generalizia della Missione, 
Rome, Dictionnaire du Personnel, troisième serie 1851-1900; 1870), according to Bravo 
Ugarte (Bio- Bibiliografl'a, 1: 36), and De Dios (Lafamilia vicentina, 1: 589). 

13 Ibid. 
14 Masnou had been pro-visitor of the American province in 1855-1856. 
15 De Dios, Lafamilia vicentina, 1: 202. 
16  Ibid., 1: 219. 
17 thid., 1: 220. 
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Spaniards, were motivated by reasons of nationality. De Dios thinks 
that he was correct about this but was wrong in thinking that some of 
his favorites, including Andrade and Antonio Icaza, were competent 
for the jobs given them. Torres had a great supporter in the archbishop 
of Mexico.18  And so the problem of nationalities became worse in the 
province. But some Mexicans were not anti-Spanish and vice versa. 
And sometimes other problems were viewed in terms of nationality. 

Torres thought about resigning as provincial for some time. On 20 
November 1881, however, he was named bishop of Tabasco despite 
his personal reluctance. On 19 February 1882 he was consecrated at 
the collegiate church of Guadalupe, known as La Colegiata, by Arch-
bishop Pelagio Labastida y Dávalos of Mexico City, Bishop Francisco 
Verea of Puebla, and Bishop Ignacio Montes de Oca of Linares, three 
bishops who were very close to the Congregation of the Mission.19  
Translated to Tulancingo 30 July 1885, he remained there until his death 
on 29 September 1889. 

The administration of Mariscal was even more troubled. The ac-
cusations and discontent centered in part on the expansion of the prov-
ince without the men to handle the new foundations, something that 
went back to Torres' administration. There were also complaints that 
the provincial administration was too harsh and too indifferent to in-
dividuals.20  The superior general, Antoine Fiat, did not like Mariscal 
and was abrupt with him. All these problems appear to have been 
exacerbated by Mariscal's personality. 

The province seemed actually on the point of disappearing.21  In 
1888 one of its members, Carlos de Jesus MejIa, actually recommended 
to the superior general that it be suppressed.22  In February 1885 the 
superior general sent Father Mariano Maller, former provincial of the 
United States, to make a special visitation of the Mexican province. 
Maller's opinion was that the principal problem was the lack of ad-
equate formation for the younger Vincentians.23  

On 21 April 1885 Mariscal and his council wrote a report on the 
state of the province in 1880, apparently for Maller. The circumstances 

18 Ibid., 1:203. 
191n the year 1746 the church at Guadalupe was given a chapter of canons, the first 

non-cathedral chapter in Mexican history. After that it was commonly called La colegiata. 
The head of the chapter had the title of abbot. 

20 Ibid., 1:211. 
21  Ibid., 1: 225. 

Ibid., 1: 226-28. 
23 thid., 1: 229. 
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surrounding this report are obscure. It blamed Torres for admitting 
individuals who were not suited to the Congregation and putting too 
much confidence in a number of young people, who abused the confi-
dence by reading confidential correspondence and revealing secret 
matters. Some of those in the inner circle formed particular friend-
ships and feigned illnesses. Torres could never be convinced that they 
were malingering. These young people, under pretext of zeal for souls, 
founded confraternities, circulated in society, and generally did not 
live a close community life. The report claimed that peace and regu-
larity had now returned to the province. De Dios says that it is clear 
that the provincial and his council were defending themselves by at-
tacking. Contrary to what they claimed, the province had not returned 
to peace and regularity.24  

Andrade and his superiors 
The target of the Spanish party's hostility was Andrade and, to a 

lesser extent, Icaza. Torres had put great trust in both, and Andrade 
had been considered his right arm. As a result Mariscal was antago-
nistic toward both, and Andrade in particular became the focal point 
of this antagonism. Andrade's own erratic and rather undisciplined 
personality did not help matters. 

Andrade had been a delegate to the general assembly of 1874-1875, 

which had elected the superior general (Reverend Eugene Bore). On 
his return he felt that he needed rest. With the superior general's per-
mission he had lived, as he later wrote, chez moi.25  In 1879 the hostility 
toward Andrade in the central house caused him to present Torres with 
two alternatives: either he could remain in the house with the hostile 
confreres or he could leave the Congregation. He also presented the 
possibility that he could live at home. The provincial council decided 
that he could live at home while waiting for a more formal approval 

from the superior general.26  It is not clear if Andrade actually went 
home, or, if he did, how long he remained. Torres gave a long account 
in a letter to the superior general, 1 July 1880.27 

24  Ibid., 1: 123-224. 
25  The sequence is not clear; when did he actually begin to live alone? Was his 

reason for a need for rest central to the hostility in the central house? 
26 Archive, Curia Generalizia della Missione, file on former members: Andrade. The 

Council meeting took place on 12 April 1879. 
27 Archive, Curia Generalizia della Missione, file on former members: Andrade. 
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In April 1879 Andrade had returned from Patzcuaro where he had 

been sent to give a mission. He did not go to any of the houses in 
Mexico City but went chez lui. From there he wrote that he no longer 
wanted to live in the community because the other Vincentians were 
persecuting him and not giving him a moment's peace. He asked per-
mission to stay with his family until the war [real or allegorical?] was 
over. Torres submitted the request of his council and since Andrade 
said that the alternative was to leave the community, it was decided to 
write to the superior general and while waiting for an answer to allow 
him to live at home. In November the superior general answered and 
granted the permission. 

Torres and his consultors believed that the superior general had 
given only the permission requested. Torres now had to tell the supe-
rior general that there were two Vincentians who spoke ill of Andrade 
on every occasion. Despite that, he could still live in peace in one of 
the houses of the province if he had more love for his vocation than for 
his family. He came from a notable family and was well known in 
Mexico, many persons asked if he was still a Vincentian and were told 
that he had permission to live outside the community. In the past year 
he had been involved with the Ladies of Charity and in writing. He 
had written biographies of the bishops of Mexico from the beginning 
with the permission of the superior general, Reverend Eugene Bore'. 28 

That very morning Torres spoke with the archbishop. Under se-
crecy the archbishop told him that the new diocese of Tabasco was 
going to be carved out of Yucatan. Andrade had been commissioned 
by the bishop of Yucatan, Leandro Rodriguez de la Gala, to handle the 
details of the division. It came about on 26 May 1880, for which the 
bishop publicly thanked Andrade in a pastoral letter (30 December 
1881 ).29  Andrade was proposed to be the bishop of Yucatan or the first 
bishop of Tabasco, and a canonical inquiry was undertaken. Torres 
asked the archbishop of Mexico to prevent the appointment if at all 
possible. It seemed, however, to be an accomplished fact. Andrade's 
elevation to the bishopric of Tabasco was initially approved by the 
Consistorial Congregation, which then reversed itself and Torres was 
named instead .30  He was consecrated at Guadalupe and was bishop 

28  Andrade had asked this permission in a letter to Bore, 15 June 1876, Archive, 
Curia Generalizia della Missione, file on former members: Andrade. 

29  Bravo Ugarte, Bio-BibliografIa, 36. 
30 Bravo Ugarte, Diocesis y obispos, 84. 


