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IN MEMORIAM
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T

he DePaul community mourns the loss of Lorraine “Lori”
Holland (BUS ’84), chair of DePaul’s Board of Trustees and a
proud DePaul alumna. Holland, a first-generation college graduate
who believed strongly in the transformative power of higher
education, died on Nov. 26 at the age of 63.
“DePaul has lost a committed and enthusiastic leader,” said Trustee
and Board Chair Gerald A. Beeson (BUS ’94). “Lori became the
board chair among the most difficult circumstances possible given
the impact of the pandemic. She managed the challenges presented
with grace and was a steadying voice in the face of uncertainty. The
guidance she offered will continue to motivate the work the Board
does on behalf of our students and the broader university.”
Holland’s unique talents and her embrace of a servant leadership
style helped DePaul grow and excel through the years. A retired
managing director of the investment firm Neuberger Berman, Holland
brought extensive financial and investment experience to DePaul. She
served on DePaul’s finance advisory board from 2003 through 2020,
and became a Trustee in 2011. As a Trustee, she was a member of the
audit, investment, mission and executive compensation committees.
In 2017, Holland began her tenure as chair of the finance committee
and became vice chair of the Board of Trustees that same year. She
assumed the role of board chair on July 1, 2020.
In addition, Holland served as a non-Trustee member of the
Board of Trustees investment committee from 2009 to 2011. While
it is rare for a nonboard member to serve on a Trustee committee,
DePaul sought her much-needed financial expertise to weather the
global financial crisis that occurred during that time.
Holland’s DePaul journey began when she was an administrative
assistant at Harris Bank. With the help of a tuition assistance program,
she started taking evening classes in finance at DePaul. After graduation,
Holland went on to earn an MBA from the University of Chicago. She
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was one of the founding members of the fixed-income division of the
boutique investment firm Lincoln Capital Management Company.
She joined Neuberger Berman in 2003.
“Lori was the quintessential DePaul success story and quick to
mention the positive impact of the DePaul experience in her life,”
Beeson said. “Despite the demands of her career and family, Lori
generously gave of herself to DePaul in so many different ways—well
beyond her board membership. Her energy and enthusiasm for DePaul
were a beacon for others.”
In an interview shortly before her passing, Holland described
her experience at DePaul as very rewarding. She felt blessed to be
surrounded by individuals who came together for a common purpose
and spoke passionately about supporting DePaul’s students.
“DePaul students don’t just talk about changing the world—they
take action through community service, social advocacy and creative
problem-solving. I am proud to support them and to support DePaul,”
she said.
“Lori represented the best of us,” said DePaul President A. Gabriel
Esteban, PhD. “We will remember, and sorely miss, the kindness and
generosity she brought to our DePaul community.”
Holland is survived by her beloved husband, Robert, a retired
professor of philosophy at Hofstra University, longtime president of
the Chicago Map Society and currently a vice chair of the board of
Chicago’s Newberry Library. She is also survived by two sisters, two
nieces and a nephew.

