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An Annotated List of the Writings 
of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton (1) 

COMPILED BY 

JUDITH METZ, S.C. 

AND 

REGINA BECHTLE, S.C. 

Elizabeth Bayley Seton was the first American-born canonized 
saint in the Roman Catholic Church. She was the foundress of the 
American Sisters of Charity and is credited with starting the parochial 
school system in the United States. Coming from a Protestant back-
ground, converting to Catholicism, and becoming a co-worker with 
John Carroll in the formative years of the Catholic Church in the new 
republic, she was one of the most influential Catholic women in the 
early nineteenth century. Elizabeth Seton's writings offer a rich insight 
into her life and her times. Her spirituality and deep personal relation-
ships as well as the detail of her life as widow, convert, single mother, 
educator and religious are revealed in hundreds of letters, personal 
journals., meditations, and instructions to the sisters, some never be-
fore published. 

The thirteen religious congregations which comprise the Sisters of 
Charity Federation have undertaken the publication of the complete 
corpus of Seton writings. Documents have, to date, been located in 
fifteen repositories in the United States and Canada. Their publication 
will provide rich source material for those interested in religious 
history, women's history, and the history of religious life as well as 
those with a special interest in Elizabeth Seton herself. 

As a step to the publication of the writings, an annotated list of the 
holdings in each repository will be published in several issues of 
Vincentian Heritage. This first installment includes listings from all 
archives of the Sisters of Charity and the Daughters of Charity except 
Saint Joseph Provincial House in Emmitsburg, Maryland. Next will be 
holdings from non-Sister/Daughter of Charity repositories. Finally, 
will be a listing from Saint Joseph's Provincial House, the repository 
for the largest collection of Seton writings. We hope those interested 
will find this material helpful, and we invite additions to, or com-
ments on, these lists. Send your comments to: Judith Metz, S.C., 5900 
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Delhi Rd., Mount Saint Joseph, OH 45051 or Regina Bechtle, S.C., 6301 
Riverdale Ave., Bronx, NY 10471. 

List of Abbreviations 

ACS 	Archives of the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth, 
Convent Station, New Jersey 

AMPH Archives of Marillac Provincial House, Daughters of 
Charity, Saint Louis, Missouri 

AMSJ 	Archives of the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati, Mount 
Saint Joseph, Ohio 

AMSV Archives of the Sisters of Charity of Saint Vincent de 
Paul, Mount Saint Vincent, Bronx, New York. 

ASH 	Archives of the Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill, 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania 

Documents from the Archives of 
The Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth 

Convent Station, New Jersey 

Letters from Elizabeth Seton to Rebecca Seton 

October 2, 1799. To Rebecca Seton in Alexandria, Virginia. From 
Cragdon, New York City. ACS 15-18. 

Recalling the past is useless and vain. Never passes a day but 
some family is deprived of its support - children of their parents, the 
wife of her husband. Hopes that Rebecca has written to Eliza Maitland, 
who has endured much sorrow this summer. 

[.d.] To Rebecca Seton. ACS 139-142. 

At 7 AM. several sails were discovered in the harbor, but all ended 
well. Describes beguiling ways of her children, mentioning three year 
old Dick and Kit, who is Rebecca's godchild. 

January 3, 1800. To Rebecca Seton. ACS 464-465-466-467. 

Recounts William Seton's financial problems and poor health. 
Doctor Bayley, Elizabeth's father, sent New Year's gift of cakes, rai 
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sins, and biscuits. The holidays were not the most unpleasant Eliza-
beth has experienced. 

Letters from Elizabeth Seton to her Son William 

June 17, 1815. From Elizabeth and daughters Bec and Kitty, to her son 
William, France. Through Father Brute. ACS 294-295-296-297. 

Both girls long to hear from him—they have not had a word since 
he set sail. Dick comes regularly every Wednesday and has given 
them the red rooster that William formerly cared for. Concerned about 
the upheaval in France, they remind him to keep a journal. 

Elizabeth recalls to him the good example of his grandfather who 
spent himself for others. Has not heard from New York since William 
left it, except that Uncle Post has gone to England. Begs him not to 
forget God. 

April 9, 1816. To her son William. From Mount Saint Mary's Seminary. 
Postscript of Elizabeth's on Richard Seton's Letter. ACS 290-291-292-
293. 

Elizabeth tells William not to mind dear, crazy Dick—he is not 
such a "sap" as he appears, since she has proof enough of his good 
sense. 

April 25, 1816. To her son William, Leghorn, Italy. From Emmitsburg. 
ACS 57-58. 

Within two months, has sent dozens of letters in all directions 
after hearing of William's disappointments. Has also written to Philip 
and Antonio [Filicchi]. William's and Richard's conduct fills her soul 
with comfort. Asks that they never let her pride in them be brought 
low. 

May 20, 1816. To her son William, Leghorn, Italy. From Emmitsburg. 
ACS 59-60. 

The third time that she has written to him within a week. Relates 
the happy scene of Bec, Kit, and Sister Cecilia preparing a box for 
delivery to William. 
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July 24, 1817. To her son William, Leghorn, Italy. From Emmitsburg. 
ACS 71-72-73. 

Has not heard from William in five months. Is unhappy over lack 
of prospects for Richard, who talks of being a farmer. Kit's health is 
better. The Posts have visited. Assures William that he is tenderly 
loved and hopes that he sometimes approaches the sacraments. 

July 21, 1818. To her son William, U.S. Ship Independence, Boston 
Harbor. From Emmitsburg. ACS 119-120-121-122. 

Longs to hear from him. Does not know whether he is on board 
the Guerriere or between decks in harbor. Bishop Cheverus has not 
written since William has been in Boston. Mr. Fox reports that Richard 
is very well in Washington, but no letters have arrived. 

November 7, 1819. To her son William. U.S. Ship Macedonia, cruising in 
Pacific. From Emmitsburg. ACS 302-303. 

Has written every way she can imagine, but has had only letter 
dated March 13 from Valparaiso. His sisters talk of him constantly and 
play at being "William and Dick." Kit, the more mischievous, is al-
ways Dick, from whom there is also no word. Let no one say that deep 
affection kills, since she grows strong in the absence of her sons. 

Documents from the Archives of 
Marillac Provincial House, Daughters Of Charity 

Saint Louis, Missouri 

Letter from Elizabeth Seton to Rebecca Seton 

October 31, 1798. To Rebecca Seton. AMPH RG 1-3-2. 

A note with advice regarding Rebecca's trip home with Harriet 
and welcoming her. Asks her to bring the blankets. 

Letters from Elizabeth Seton to her Son William 

July 29, 1815. To her son William at Leghorn, Italy. From Emmitsburg. 
AMPH RG 1-3-2. 
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Expresses her concern until she hears about his reception and his 
situation at Leghorn. Motherly advice about facing life. Advises him 
to trust in Providence. Asks him to write often. Richard misses him 
very much. Recommends that he show his love and appreciation for 
the Filicchi family and that he exhibit good conduct. 

July 2, 1816. To her son William. From Emmitsburg. AMPH RG 1-3-2. 

Mentions receiving his letters and forwarding various letters. Tells 
about Kit's departure from Saint Joseph's to visit Ann Tiernan in 
Baltimore; there were many tears at the separation. Bec is very ill. 
Elizabeth is concerned whether William enjoys his faith as much as 
she does. 

There is a note from Bec to William, enclosed with this letter, in 
which Bec says how sorry she is that he had not received all the letters 
they wrote and that she hopes that he will meet her "in the world 
where there are no separations." 

June 16, 1818. To her son William, Midshipman, U.S. Ship Independence, 
Boston Harbor. From Emmitsburg. AMPH RG 1-3-2. 

Explains about the money she has requested William Barry to 
send to him. She mentions her illness (she had to be bled) but is better 
now. Kate has come home. Tells of her efforts to find the picture books 
he has requested. 

A note from Kate to William is added. 

August 24, 1818. To her son William. U.S. Macedonia, Boston Harbor. 
From Emmitsburg. AMPH RG 1-3-2. 

Expresses concern for him as he prepares for his long journey and 
offers to send money, even if she must borrow it. 

[nd.]. To her son William. AMPH RG 1-3-2. 

Exhorts him to be faithful to his God and to his religious practice. 

[nd.]. To her son William. Mountain [St. Mary's]. AMPH RG 1-3-2. 
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Note in which she states her happiness that he is with Richard and 
near them; looks forward to Wednesday. A thousand blessings. 

Letters from Elizabeth Seton to Josephine C. [Kit] Seton 

[n.d.]. To [Josephine C.] Seton at Doctor Chatard's. Baltimore. AMPH 
RG 1-3-2. 

Recommends her to greet all her friends in Baltimore. She is the 
happiest of mothers over her darling's cure. In a postscript, inquires 
into Richard's needs. 

[nd.]. To Josephine [Kit] Seton. Baltimore. AMPH RG 1-3-2. 

Asks for news from her and gives her motherly counsel. Tells her 
of Rebecca's pain. A note from Rebecca is written at the end of the 
letter. 

Postscript from Elizabeth Seton to Unidentified Person 

[n.d.]. AMPH RG 1-3-2. 

"You never told me if you saw Mrs. Fox and if you loved her as 
I did. —Tell my dear [Madame Chatard?] one of her darlings served 
in the sanctuary yesterday, Sr. Betsy could not remember which one—
but all are well—love to my Ellen, Julia—and—tell Pére we beg him 
to bless—" 

Letters from Elizabeth Seton to Richard Seton 

May 8, 1820. To Richard Seton, at Mr. A. Filicchi's, Leghorn, Italy. 
Politeness of Mr. John Lohman. From Emmitsburg. AMPH RG 1-3-2. 

Expresses concern for him (worries whether he has kept his faith); 
and comments on the lack of correspondence (6-8 months) from him.

- Comments on Kit's involvement with Ellen Wiseman and the Harp-
ers. 
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[.d.]. To Richard B. Seton. AMPH RG 1-3-2. 

A very short note telling of her love for him and reminding him 
of his duty to God. 

Documents from the Archives of 
The Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati 

Mount Saint Joseph, Ohio 

Letters from Elizabeth Seton to Antonio Filicchi and His Family 

1804. Letter #1. To Antonio Filicchi. From New York. AMSJ All 019. 

Elizabeth expresses disappointment at not having seen him that 
morning and wishes he had looked for her. She had hoped for a 
fraternal benediction; so would he please send a kind word with Mary 
[Filippo's wife] and let her know when he is to leave. 

1804. Letter #2. To Antonio Filicchi. From New York. AMSJ All 020. 

Elizabeth has heard from Mrs. Filicchi who mentions a box of 
elixir which she is sending for the children. The box of hats, then, 
should be left at Murray's since that box is not intended for Elizabeth. 

August 30, 1804. Letter #3. To Antonio Filicchi. From New York. AMSJ 
All 021. 

Elizabeth misses him but thinks of him whenever she thinks of her 
soul. She is praying daily for enlightenment while reflecting on the 
promises given to Peter and the sixth chapter of John along with the 
Bishop's [Carroll] letter and the writings of Francis de Sales. 

Continued September 2, 1804. Elizabeth hopes for a letter from him. 
She reports a conversation she had with Wright Post about her beliefs. 
He told her that if she really believed the doctrine of the Church, 
nothing should prevent her joining it. However, she is still unsettled 
in her faith and asks his prayers. 

Continued September 8, 1804. Elizabeth is concerned that she has 
not heard from him but trusts that he is safe. She is still begging God 
to show her His will in her regard. Mr. Hobart visited her briefly 
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telling her that the Church is corrupt and has returned to primitive 
doctrine. She sees that her help lies only in God. 

Continued September 12, 1804. His letter has finally arrived. She is 
happy to hear of his safety and of the hospitality he received in Boston. 
She prays for him. Her children are sick with whooping cough, so 
frequently she prays at night as well as day for the light of truth. A 
letter from him would encourage her. 

October 9, 1804. Letter #4. To Antonio Filicchi. From New York. AMSJ 
All 022. 

She awaits his next letter [usually arriving every nine days] and 
hopes he himself might come soon. 

Continued October 15, 1804. His recent letter was disappointingly 
short, but she will continue hers to him since he seems to appreciate 
them so much. She is still struggling with the decision to join the 
Church or to stay with her own. Mr. Hobart seems to have lost interest 
in her case for which she is happy. She sometimes thinks that God will 
never answer her prayer for light. 

November 16, 1804. Letter #5. To Antonio Filicchi. From New York. 
AMSJ All 023. 

She had not meant to reproach him in her last letter even though 
it has now been a month and two weeks since she heard from him. She 
has had much work to do since her servant has been sick. This added 
fatigue, along with cold and pain in her breast, has not prevented her 
writing. She lists several reasons why he might be prevented from 
writing to her. She tells him about the plan to keep a boarding house 
for about twenty boys [including John Wilkes' sons] from a nearby 
school. She believes it will open early in the new year. 

December 16, 1804. Letter #6. To Antonio Filicchi. From New York. 
AMSJ All 024. 

Her struggle for faith continues. When she thinks of him, she calls 
on God to bless him and to let her see the workings of God through 
him. She begs for God's mercy. Now she begins to know what prayer 
is and what fasting is. 
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Elizabeth Seton's Copy of "The Following Of Christ" with 
Marginal Notes 

Handwritten prayers and reflections by Elizabeth Seton appear on 
the fly leafs and selected pages of this book. They cover such topics as 
God Incarnate, humility, the passing nature of life, eternity, the love 
of God and how to live in it, living according to the Spirit, and 
abandonment to God. 

Heaven 

A brief meditation which includes references to heaven in the 
scriptures and from the saints, and a reflection on the depths of love 
to be experienced in heaven. 

Handwritten Bill. December 6, 1814. 

Appended to the bill is a handwritten note from Elizabeth Seton 
to the father of a student at Emmitsburg assuring him that his daugh-
ter is well and has what she needs for the winter. 


