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Blue Demon Challenge 

Raises Record $780,000

More than 2,000 gifts, nearly twice as 

many as the previous year, were made 

to DePaul during the sixth annual Blue 

Demon Challenge Jan. 31, despite 

the university being closed because 

of severe cold. Donors exceeded the 

targets in 27 matching-gift challenges.

DePaul Harold 

Washington Academy

DePaul partnered with the City 

Colleges of Chicago to create the 

DePaul Harold Washington Academy. 

About 100 Chicago Star Scholars 

each year will attend classes taught 

by Harold Washington faculty on the 

DePaul campus and benefi t from 

student services and organizations 

while earning an associate’s degree. 

They may then enroll at DePaul to 

earn a bachelor’s degree. 

Community Partner Award

The 100 Club of Chicago presented 

DePaul with a Community Partner 

Award for matching and sometimes 

exceeding the scholarship aid that the 

club provides to families of fallen fi rst 

responders in the Chicago area. 

DePaul Executive Honored

The Financial Executives International 

Chicago Chapter named Je� rey 

Bethke as its 2018 CFO of the Year in 

the category of large not-for-profi t 

organizations. Bethke is DePaul’s 

executive vice president and chief 

fi nancial o�  cer.

Holtschneider Heads ACCU

The Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, 

C.M., DePaul’s chancellor and former 

president, was named president of the 

Association of Catholic Colleges and 

Universities, located in Washington, D.C. 

Milestones

“The Good 
Neighbor: The 

Life and Work of 
Fred Rogers” by 
Maxwell King.

Tom Tallarite (BUS 
’84, MST ’92)

“My Brilliant 
Friend” by Elena 

Ferrante, along with 
the HBO miniseries 
based on the book.

Alison Ishihara 
Somilleda 
(CMN ’00)

“Beneath a 
Scarlet Sky” 

by Mark Sullivan.

Dan Crowley 
(BUS ’10)

“The Silk Roads: A 
New History of the 

World” by Peter 
Frankopan. Does a 
great job following 

trade, the rise and fall 
of nations/empires 

and depicting 
the ever-shifting 
sands of power.

Keith Earl Weber II 
(BUS ’13)

“Deep River” by 
Shusaku Endo. It 
was assigned in a 
DePaul School of 

Public Service ethics 
course by Prof. 
Maureen Scott.

Ryne Chua (LAS 
MPA ’12)

Musings

We asked readers: What book have 
you been recommending to others? 

Here are some of their responses.

I recommend “The 
Power of the Dog” 
by Don Winslow 

all the time!

Randa Mahmud-
Ulankiewicz 
(BUS ’06)

“It Doesn’t Have to 
Be Crazy at Work” 
by Jason Fried and 
David Heinemeier 

Hansson.

Mike Goode (BUS 
’10, CDM MS ’16)

“all about love” 
by bell hooks.

Dustin Ruttenberg 
(LAS ’13)

“Collective Genius: 
The Art and 

Practice of Leading 
Innovation” by 

Linda A. Hill, Greg 
Brandeau, Emily 

Truelove and Kent 
Lineback. Great read, 
highly recommend!

Koemi Valencia 
(BUS ’14)
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A long time ago—40 years, to be exact—Chi-
cago Mayor Jane Byrne decided to throw a 
party on then-vacant Navy Pier. � e event 
featured a variety of food vendors, bands 
and amusements. It was called ChicagoFest.

Mary Lou Vainisi (BUS 
’81, MAC ’82) thought that 
was an idea worth stealing.

“Every year at DePaul, we 
planned a party in spring that 
was basically an all-nighter,” 
says Vainisi, who served 
on the Program Council, 
precursor to today’s DePaul 
Activities Board (DAB). “We 
had a di� erent theme for the 
party every year, and in 1979 
we decided to do a takeo�  on 
ChicagoFest.”

In case anyone missed the 
reference, the council ri� ed 
on the logo for ChicagoFest, 
which was a musical note in 
the water. “We put the DePaul 
[logo] on top of a musical note 
and called it DePaulFest.”

Like today’s FEST, the par-
ty featured food and music. It also o� ered free 
movies, giveaways and carnival games staged 
in and around the now demolished Stuart 
Center, which was then the student center. 
But DePaulFest in 1980 was missing a popular 
attraction from prior years: quarter beers.

“� e drinking age had just been raised to 
21, and ZBT [the bar in the Stuart Center] 
had closed. We didn’t know if anyone would 

come to the all-nighter,” Vainisi remembers. In 
addition to distributing � yers and advertising 
in the DePaulia, worried council members 
painted the Fest logo on sidewalks outside the 
Stuart Center in an e� ort to drum up interest. 

� eir fears were ground-
less. Whether it was the 
promotion or the prospect of 
a good party, there was a good 
turnout in 1979, Vainisi says.

“� ere were so many di� er-
ent things to do,” Vainisi says. 
“You could wander around the 
building, � nd something that 
you wanted to do and just hang 
out till the middle of the night, 
which, when you’re in college, 
is what you want to do.”

While DePaulFest was 
simply the name for the 
all-nighter in 1979, the word 
“fest” was resurrected a few 
years later. � e spring concert 
now has been named FEST 
for 34 years, says Rigo Guti-
errez, program coordinator 
for campus activities. Proving 

that good ideas are still worth stealing, he says 
that DAB is incorporating fresh activities into 
the spring concert on May 24, 2019.

Vainisi hopes that the members of DAB 
are having as much fun as she did planning 
schoolwide events. “� e school treated us as 
a leadership group, and we were really close. 
I have very fond memories of the Program 
Council and our events.”

Top Notch

The Princeton Review ranked DePaul’s 

undergraduate entrepreneurship 

program 13th in the nation, jumping 

nine points from its previous rank. It 

was the biggest jump among any of 

the undergraduate programs listed as 

the best in the nation for 2019.

College Factual ranked the 

College of Liberal Arts and Social 

Sciences 13th among similar programs 

at 352 colleges and universities in its 

2019 list. DePaul is among the top 5 

percent of colleges nationwide in the 

college search site’s rankings. 

College Magazine ranked DePaul 

seventh among the 10 best colleges to 

study animation. 

DePaul Joins Black Metropolis 

Research Consortium

The DePaul University Library joined 

the Black Metropolis Research Con-

sortium, a group of universities and 

archival repositories. The consortium 

works to document, share, understand 

and preserve the culture, history and 

politics of African Americans and 

members of the African diaspora.

PRAD Students Win Again

For the second year in a row, a team 

of DePaul students majoring in public 

relations and advertising (PRAD) won 

the Fox Sports University competition. 

Their prize is a visit to the New York 

City set of the Fox Sports show “First 

Things First.”

MacArthur Foundation Grant

The John D. and Catherine T. MacAr-

thur Foundation made a $250,000 

grant to the College of Law’s Asylum 

and Immigration Law Clinic. The gift 

will expand the clinic’s legal assistance 

to community organizations that serve 

immigrants and support the student 

translator corps.

Milestones

Back to the Future FEST

Memories

Mary Lou Vainisi 
(BUS ’81, MAC ’82), 
far left in the back 
row, enjoyed her time 
on Program Council.

The 1979 DePaulFest post-
ers merged the university’s 
Tree of Wisdom logo with 
the artwork for ChicagoFest.
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One might get by in life by following set pathways, routines and 
scripts, and by thinking about problems and their solutions in set 
ways. Doing so is safe, but also, well, a little boring, isn’t it? If we 
never veer from our safe routines, things will never improve much. � e 
quality of our lives will stagnate. New inventions won’t be possible. 
Our arts will be dull. Our  science will not advance. We will be unable 
to solve novel problems.

Creativity makes our lives better, improves our standards of living, 
produces better art and generates scienti� c ideas to better understand 
the world in which we live. How does one get creative ideas? More 
often than not, creative ideas come from drawing analogies.

Analogies allow us to get ideas about a target domain by importing 
ideas from other, sometimes very di� erent, domains. � e cognitive 
processes that allow us to draw analogies involve three steps: 1) 
thinking about a separate domain that might have some relevance for 
the target domain, 2) mapping the two domains and putting them in 
one-to-one correspondences, and � nally 3) analogically transferring 
ideas or solutions from the separate domain to the target domain.

Alexander Graham Bell came up with the idea for the telephone 
by analogy to the mechanical phonautograph (an earlier invention). 
Niels Bohr received insights on the structure of atoms by drawing 
analogies to the solar system. Gertrude Stein’s unusual literary style 
and compositions are said to have been inspired, in part, by analogies 
to the modern art that hung on her walls.

How to Stimulate Your Own Creativity
By Jessica M. Choplin

Master Class

1. Expose yourself to a variety of ideas. If you want to be creative 
within a given domain, don’t think only about that domain. Read 
widely. Be open to other � elds and very di� erent ideas. 

2. Draw analogies. As you explore very di� erent domains from 
your target domain, think about ways that those other far-� ung 
domains might possibly be relevant to your target domain. Many 
of the potential analogies will be absolutely crazy and ridiculous. 
� at is OK. You never know when a crazy, ridiculous analogy 
might turn out to be brilliant.

3. Hang out with people who are di� erent from you. Diversity 
is an engine of creativity because we get ideas and draw new and 
novel analogies when we are around people who are di� erent from 
us. Don’t just tolerate others; embrace the challenges of being 
together. Interdisciplinary work, cross-cultural work, racially and 
ethnically integrated neighborhoods, immigration—these are the 
engines of human progress and improved well-being. � ey make 
us more creative and better o� .

By using analogies, you, too, can learn to be as creative as you want 
to be.

Jessica M. Choplin is an associate professor of psychological science at 
DePaul. She teaches classes on cognitive psychology, decision-making and 
the psychology of women.


