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A LIFE OF ANDREW FERRARI, C.M. 
Translated and Annotated by 

John E. Rybolt, C.M 

INTRODUCTION 
Andrew Ferrari, the first Vincentian missionary to 

America to die after Felix DeAndreis, deserves recognition 
for his holy life and virtues. Much is known of the two great 
pioneers, DeAndreis and Rosati, the first and second 
Superiors of the American mission respectively. After 
them, however, a curtain has descended, preventing us from 
recovering much of the flavor of early Vincentian life. 

Accounts of his life have come down to us in two versions. 
The shorter English version is found in only one manuscript, 
"The Lives of Missionaries Deceased," formerly in the 
possession of Saint Vincent's Church, Saint Louis, Missouri 
(and now in the DeAndreis-Rosati Memorial Archives, 
Perryville, Missouri). Longer Italian versions are found in 
several locations: two in the Archives of the Roman 
Province, and another in the Archives of the Congregation 
of the Mission in Paris. The Italian versions are virtually 
identical with one another.* 

The author appears to be Joseph Rosati, an indefatigable 
and accurate recordkeeper. His name is attached to only one 
of the Italian lives and that appears in a footnote. Yet, he 
himself attests to his familiarity with Ferrari in his 
Sketches of the Life of the Very Rev. Felix De Andreis, 1861, 
p. 165: "The compiler of this life remembers Messrs. 
Carretti and Ferrari, when in 1815, prompted by the ardor 
of faith, they left Porto Maurizio to accompany Bishop 

*DRMA, II-C (MO)-14, Box 5, Item A. Roman Province, "Monsig. G. Rosati. 
Documenti," 12.5.1., pp. 166-177; "America. Par. II," 12.5.5., pp. 167-189; Paris, 
"Notices, VI, 1801-1847," pp.  527-546. 



Dubourg to America. They both belonged to very respect-

able families, and deservedly enjoyed, in their native place, 

the highest reputation. Their relations opposed their 

departure with tears; while their friends suggested, to the 

former, that his weak constitution would not be able to 

undergo the fatigue of the journey, and, to the latter, that he 

could do much more good in his own country. But no argu-

ments, however powerful, could change their determination. 

Mr. Ferrari, having become a Missionary of St. Vincent, was 

truly an apostolic man; he ended his life, a victim of charity, 

in assisting those who were attacked by the yellow fever." 

The likelihood of Rosati's authorship of the life of Ferrari 

is increased further by recognizing the parallels in construc-

tion of both lives. The author composed both of them on this 

basis of his own personal recollections, and also used letters 

and writings from his subjects. This is particularly evident 

in the arrangement (traditional, to be sure) of the life, 

followed by an account of the virtues practiced. Also, the 

Ferrari lives agree with Rosati's own memoirs in terms of 

dates, places and motivations. 

The English version appears to be Rosati's own English 

draft, probably prepared for American, and later Italian, 

confreres. The Italian versions show a number of additions 

and reworkings of the text designed to expand or clarify the 
English life. It is unknown whether Rosati revised the 

earlier work personally, but on the basis of the method 
which he employed in his life of DeAndreis, we might 
conclude that he left the revisions to someone else with 

more time and access to correspondence. 

The text presented here is the English version, with its 
old-fashioned spelling and unusual turns of phrase. It has a 

charm of its own, but to make it easier to read, some light 
editing has taken place. The revisions from the Italian 
version are included in square brackets, and explanatory 
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materials appear in parentheses. 

The appendix is a translation of the only printed life of 

Ferrari, prepared independently of the English or Italian 

accounts by Michael Portier, later the Bishop of Mobile. This 

obituary notice appeared in "Recueil des Lettres des 

vêques et des Missionnaires des Missions des Deux 

Mondes, publié par l'Association de la Propagation de la 

Foi," Louvain, 1825, pp.  455-458. This publication was a 

popular effort, established to support foreign missions 

through spiritual and financial means. 

TEXT 
A Short Account Of The Holy Life And Virtues Of The 

Rev. Andrew Ferrari Priest Of The Congregation Of The 

Mission, Deceased At New Orleans On The 3rd (2nd) Of 

November 1822 

Andrew Ferrari was a native of Porto Maurizio in the 

state of Genoa in Italy.' He belonged to a respectable family 

of the same town. Not long after he had been ordained 

Priest [and remaining in his native country], he conceived a 

strong desire of consecrating himself to the Mission of 

Louisiana on the occasion of the first expedition of some 

Missionaries of our Congregation made by the Right Rev. 
Bishop [Louis William] Dubourg to his Diocess. Having dis-

closed this design to the Rev. Joseph Carretti (a Canon of 
the same town who died a holy and edifying death at St. 
Louis, Missouri, in [December] 1818), they both wrote to the 

Missionaries then arrived at Marseilles from whom they 
received an answer, which encouraged them to execute the 

'He was born probably on 26 June 1792, according to the testimony of his 
letters quoted in this account. The date and place of his ordination are not 
listed in Community records. 
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Divine inspiration, and increase their number in this holy 
undertaking.2  Superior to the voice of flesh and blood, to 
obey that of the great Father of the family who called them 
to work in one of the most abandoned portions of his 
vineyard, they triumphed with courage over that 
tenderness and affection which endeared them to their 
families, bade an eternal adieu to their friends, relations and 
parents, and left their country on the 22nd of February, 
1816. 

They went by land as far as Beziers, where they 
embarked on the canal of Languedoc, and arrived at 
Bordeaux the 12th [sic, 21st] of March of the same year. They 
were received [with transports of joy] and welcomed by the 
others, who had arrived some time before; and who from 
that moment conceived the greatest hopes of such ac-
complished young Priests.3  It was not long before they could 
discover united in a conspicuous degree in Mr. Ferrari all 
the qualities which are admired in persons preordained by 
providence to procure the eternal salvation of their 
Brethren. 

An open but prudent behaviour, gaiety without dissipa-
tion, rendered his conversations amiable. Endowed with 
talents above the common, a lively imagination, happy 
memory and exquisite judgment, he had made great 
progress in Literature, and even poetry; he was well 

informed in the different branches of knowledge desirable in 

2Rosati's "Memoire," Vincentian Heritage 1(1980), p. 76, expands on the 
original contacts between Ferrari, Carretti and the Community. Little factual 
information is known about Carretti. Du Bourg, in a letter dated 24 April 1816, 
wrote: "I am overjoyed with the acquisition of Fathers Carretti and Ferrari. 
Tell them how anxious I am to meet them." In this same letter he announced 
the change of headquarters from Louisiana to Missouri. 
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a clergyman; and he was not wanting in the assemblage of 
all the qualities necessary to announce with fruit and 
Dignity the word of God. He soon met with an opportunity 
of shewing it. 

The Archbishop of Bordeaux, one of the most learned and 
holy Prelates of France, having been so good as to find 
lodgings in different Communities of that city for the 
several Missionaries that from various parts of Italy had 
repaired thither to wait for embarkation, destined Mr. 

Ferrari to the Hospital of the Foundlings, directed by the 
Sisters of Charity; there, having in a short time acquired a 
perfect knowledge of the French language, he began to 
preach to the satisfaction of his hearers, and continued thus 
with several other functions of the Holy Ministry during his 
stay at Bordeaux.4  

On the 12th of June 1816, the Right Rev. Bishop Dubourg 
had the satisfaction of seeing embarked for America the 
first company of Missionaries that he sent to the spiritual 
relief of his Diocess. It consisted of five Priests, four inferior 
clergymen, one Brother of our congregation and three 
postulants.5  Mr. Ferrari was in this number; during the sea-
journey he continued to edify his companions with the 
practice of the most solid virtues, which he was careful to 
cover with the veil of an amiable simplicity. After a forty-six 
[sic, seventy-six] days passage they safely landed at Balti-
more [on August 26]. As the Rev. Mr. Moranville, Rector of 
St. Patrick's at Fells-Point, would exercise hospitality, with 

some of the missionaries Mr. Ferrari had the happiness of 

4Charles-Francois d'Aviau du Bois-Sanzay was Bishop of Bordeaux 1802-
1826. 

5The priests were DeAndreis, Rosati, Acquaroni, with Carretti and 
Ferrari; the students in Minor Orders, Deys, Dahmen, Tichitoli and Gonzalez; 
the Brother, Blanka; and the Postulants, Boramvaski, de Lattre and Flegifont. 
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fervently and eloquently Italian and Latin, English and 
French. He was a profound theologian, an enlightened 
moralist, a solid preacher; and he embraced the ecclesiastical 
state for the sole purpose of announcing the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ, of dedicating himself to the aid of suffering humanity, 
and of making men better and worthy of eternity. He was 
hardly consecrated to the altar when he foresaw that his zeal 
could have a vaster field in the new world, and that his 
fatigues would be more useful in the abandoned parts of 
America than in his native country where religion flourishes. 
A heavenly inspiration drew him toward that area where the 
religion of our fathers was almost abandoned due to lack of 
evangelical workers, and he followed the lead of the 
illustrious prelate to gather up the remains and to repair the 
ruins. Though he was torn painfully by his parents' embraces, 
and still longing for his country where he left his friends and 
dear memories, religion called him, and he did not listen to 
any voice but that. 

The faithful in Kentucky have admired his virtues, and 
given homage to his sweet and attractive eloquence. They 
have kept alive [for a long time] the memory of his noble 
simplicity and of exemplary fervor. Vincennes, St. Louis and 
Louisiana were successively the theater of his apostolic 
ministry. Everywhere he caused the word of God to be heard 
in all its strength, and he gave himself interiorly to the 
suffering. He knew how to humiliate himself in view of the 
esteem and veneration of the people for him. It had only been 
four years since he became a member of the Congregation of 
St. Lazare, that society composed of priests worthy of the 
great centuries of Christianity, that society which had St. 
Vincent de Paul as its founder and father. This rule came from 
the very source of charity, and it did not recognize any other 
interest except those of the poor and the unfortunate. Would 
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anything else be needed to determine his heart and his 

vocation? 
If this notice appears exaggerated, let me call on the testi-

mony of an impartial man, both literate and of sound views. 

The St. Louis judge, Mr. Lucas, told his son, "Go to listen to 

this young orator, study in his familiar exhortations the art 

of reasoning, of moving and penetrating hearts." This was 

how this former member of the Congress and profound 
jurist judged him. 43  But what purpose is there in recalling so 
many wonderful qualities of spirit? The tomb has swallowed 

him, and nothing remains for us except our lamentation and 

our tears. To what purpose should we fix our glances still on 

those fragile failing gifts? Is it insufficient to be immortal in 

the annals of religion? What reason more sublime is there 
than acquiring with the sacrifice of his life the fulfillment of 

the duties of his own state? Preserved at first from the 

scourge which plunged all the families of this city into grief, 

but foreseeing that he would be its victim [one day], in a 

short while, he did not appear less devoted to the bed of the 

sick and dying. Not even the terrifying disgust of wretched 

misery, the influence of a hot climate, or the fatigues of his 

difficult ministry caused him to lose his courage or to lessen 

his charity. He did not mind the sickening stench of those 

who were in their last agony. He sought death in its 

destruction, and he seemed to want to become familiar with 
it as it approached him. Finally it struck him. He looked at it 
without fear. A smile was on his lips at the moment when 
pain tore him internally. And up to his last breath he 
triumphed over human weaknesses. Religion made him one 
of its martyrs. He passed away full of faith in his own 
immortality and in hope in the promises of his God. 

43 John Baptiste Charles Lucas (1758-1842), Congressman from 
Pennsylvania, 1803-1805; U.S. judge with residence in Saint Louis, for the 
northern district of Louisiana, up to 1820. 
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