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Seton Writings Project – Sisters of Charity Federation 

Chronological List #4     
Letters to/about Elizabeth Seton 

January 1817 – December 1820  (187 documents) 
 

 

    
Year Doc # From To Date Cited Archival location 

/status 

1817       

1817 4.1 Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
[Original in French] 
“Please receive my sincere wishes at the beginning 
of this new year for your happiness.”  
 

Rev. John 
Tessier, 
Baltimore 

Jan. 9, 
1817 

NC 1, 197 AAB, AASUS 
RG1, Bx17 
 
 

1817 4.2 Mary Bayley Post, New York 
"I received your welcome letter, my dear sister, 
from the hands of young Sebring." – offers updates 
on family news 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Jan. 16,  
[1817] 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
11:20 
 
 

1817 4.3  Act of Incorporation of the Sisters of 
Charity of St. Joseph's, in Frederick 
County 

 Jan. 17, 
1817 

 MSA, vol. 0192, pg. 1884 
 
 

1817 4.4 Samuel Cooper, Baltimore 
"I have the pleasure to inform you” – re: the 
passage of legislation recognizing the  
Incorporation of St. Joseph’s – the property “can 
now be held in your own names,” as was his wish. 
Property was transferred June 11, 1819. 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg  

Jan. 23, 
1817 

Seton (2009),  
386, fn. 28 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
1:92 
 
 



1817 4.5  Rosalin (Rosina) Mallon, Philadelphia 
"Hearing of an opportunity to St. Joseph's I have 
determined to write a few lines." Rev. Michael 
Hurley’s father has died.  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Jan. 26, 
1817 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
2:89 
 
 

1817 4.6  William Seton, Livorno 
"I received with a mixture of pain and pleasure 
your very kind letter." – comments on family news 
and the death of Rebecca.   
 

Rev. John 
Dubois, 
Emmitsburg 

Jan. 26, 
1817 
 

Dubois, 79, fn. 4 AMSMU 
 
 

1817 4.7 William Seton, Livorno 
“I received your few lines of the 8th Novr. 
communicating the death of our beloved sister” 
 
 

Richard 
Seton, 
Baltimore 

Jan. 28, 
1817 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
18:32 

1817 4.8 Catherine Seton, Emmitsburg   
"My own dearest William, no letter must go to you 
without a word from your Kit."  
[note at end of Elizabeth Seton’s letter – CW 2: 457, 
#7.69] 
 

William 
Seton, 
Livorno  

[early 
1817] 

 AMSV  
100, 110, 10,13 
 
 

1817 4.9 Rev. Simon Bruté, Baltimore 
[Original in French] 
 “Pray always for the worthy father of your first 
years.”  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

[early 
1817] 

Seton (2009), 
334, fn. 133 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
9:8  
 
 

1817 4.10 Rev. Louis Sibourd, Philadelphia 
"You must not be astonished at my keeping so long 
the journal you sent me on the sufferings of your 
late dear Bec." 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

Feb. 3, 
1817 

RSM, 2:287-88 APSL  (formerly ASJPH) 
2:56  
 
 



1817 4.11  Rev. Benedict Flaget, Bardstown 
Bruté should strengthen the house at Emmitsburg 
financially. 
 
 

Rev. Simon 
Bruté, 
Emmitsburg 

Feb. 4, 
1817 

 UNDA  II-3-N 
 
 

1817 4.12  William Seton, Livorno  
"I wrote you I believe in the course of the last 
month.” – has received 2nd letter from Mr. Bertrand 
since the latter came to Paris – Dubourg was there, 
plans to sail for Louisiana in spring.  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

Feb. 20, 
1817 

 AMSV 100, 115, 1, 37  
S-J #351-354 
 
 

1817 4.13 Rev. Simon Bruté, Baltimore   
[partly in French] 
 “Sunday, St. Polycarp…in the middle of the valley 
which is full of bones”  
Reflection on Ezekiel; notes and sketches 
 

[Elizabeth 
Seton], 
Emmitsburg 

Feb. 23, 
1817 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
12:103 
 
 

1817 4.14 Rev. Simon Bruté, Baltimore 
“O Mother what a preparation for the holy 
Sacrifice”  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

[March 12, 
1817] 

Seton (2009),  
313, fn. 14 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
13:83 
 
 

1817 4.15 Richard Seton, Baltimore 
"Enclosed you have a letter from Mr. Barry; I 
believe he has been successful in meeting his 
demands on New York"  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

March 18, 
1817 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
18:10 
 
 

1817 4.16 Mary Bayley Post, New York 
"I may venture to say dearest Sister that we do not 
live in the days of witchcraft at present" – she 
showed Elizabeth’s letter to Bishop and Mrs. 
Hobart; he praised her highly. 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

April 5, 
[1817] 

Flanagan, 227; 
Seton (2009), 
381, fn. 2;  
RSM 2:135;  
NC 1, 200 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH 
11:14 
 
 



1817 4.17  Charles Wharton, Montgomery County 
"Circumstances beyond my control have hitherto 
prevented our depositing in your care our 
daughter"  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

May 12, 
1817 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
4:60 
 
 

1817 4.18 William Seton, Livorno  
“I avail with pleasure of this unexpected occasion 
for Baltimore again to address you” – mentions his 
letters sent via three other ships. 
 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

May 18, 
1817 

RSM 2: 249-50 
 

ASCSH  A103.006  
S-J #355-358 
 
 

1817 4.19  William Seton, Livorno 
"I embrace with pleasure this opportunity for 
Baltimore to write you a few lines" – “I have… laid 
open my mind to mamma with regard to my 
situation here.” He is not happy working in the 
Filicchis’ counting house. 
 

Richard 
Seton, 
Baltimore 

May 18, 
1817 

RSM 2: 250 AMSV  
100, 101, 1, 6c 
 
 

1817 4.20  Catherine Seton and Charlotte Nelson, 
Baltimore  
"I did not write you from Reister's Town" – assures 
her that Kollock’s publication of Elizabeth’s Italian 
journal has “not one single Protestant expression” 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg  

May 26, 
1817 

Seton (2009), 
352, fn. 47;  
NC 1, 201 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
9:52 
 
 

1817 
 

4.21 Richard Seton, Baltimore 
"You yourself can best judge what an agreeable 
surprise it was to see Miss Joe" [Catherine Seton] 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

May 27, 
1817 

 ASCSE 
S-J #399-401 
 
 

1817 4.22  Biddy, Emmitsburg 
"How long the time seems since you have left us!" 
– wishing her speedy recovery & return to the 
Valley. 

Catherine 
Seton, 
Baltimore 

May 28, 
1817 

RSM 2:251-253 APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
18:15 



1817 4.23  Antonio Filicchi, Livorno 
"I truly ought to be ashamed for addressing you 
once more after a silence of nearly two years."   
William “has thoroughly disappointed my 
expectation.” 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

June 4, 
1817 

Seton (2009),  
356; 357, fn. 75 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
10: 46 
 
 

1817 4.24 Biddy, Emmitsburg 
“I am now writing to you on your little desk where 
you wrote last on in Mother’s room” — news from 
the Valley 

Catherine 
Seton, 
Baltimore 

June 6 
[1817] 

RSM 2:253-256 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
18:16 
 
 

1817 4.25 Richard Seton, Baltimore 
“I rec’d your letter by Madame Chatard, and would 
have answered it, only… that I had not time” 

Rev. John 
Hickey, 
Emmitsburg   

June 11, 
1817 

 AAB, AASMSU 
 
 

1817 
 

4.26  Richard Seton , Baltimore 
"I received your letter by the stranger of Monday 
evening" – A Quaker, Mr. Cook, asked him if he 
wanted to open a country store near Gettysburg. 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

June 19, 
1817  

Dubois,  79; 
Seton (2009),  
379, fn. 141 
 

ASCSE 
S-J #402-405 
 
 

1817 4.27 Richard Seton, Baltimore  
"As this is the first time I have written to you since I 
left the mountain" – recollections of early happy 
days at Mount St. Mary’s  

Rev. John 
Dubois, 
Emmitsburg 

June 20, 
1817 

Dubois 79,  
fn. 41 

AMSMU 
 
 

1817 4.28  Cecilia O'Conway, Emmitsburg 
"I shall have but a few moments I fear to finish this 
letter” – re: death of Mary Egan  

Matthias and 
Rebecca 
O'Conway, 
Philadelphia 

June 24, 
1817 

PFN, 445-47 PAHRC MS 21, 553(3)  
acc. 3358 
 
 

1817 4.29  Rev. John Dubois, Mount St. Mary’s 
[Original in French] 
 “In one of the clauses of the sisters’ Constitutions” 
– raises three questions that need responses.  
 
 

A confrere 
[representati
ve of 
Archbishop 
Maréchal] 

July 8, 
1817 

 AAB, AASMSU  
15 T 4 
 
 



1817 4.30 Rev. John Connolly, New York 
"Many pious and zealous Catholics of New York" – 
requests sisters to staff the orphanage in New York 
 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg  

July 14, 
1817 

Seton (2009),  
345-46, fn. 13; 
NC 1, 202 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
4: 61 
 
 

1817 4.31 Antonio Filicchi, Livorno 
"Since your William's departure and my letter by 
him" – assures her of his continuing friendship.  

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

July 14, 
1817 

Seton (2009),  
356, fn. 74 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
10: 47 

1817 4.32 Samuel Seton, New York 
“Your letter dear fellow went every word of it to 
my heart” – is interested in establishing a 
correspondence with Richard 
 

Richard 
Seton, 
Baltimore 

July 19, 
1817 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
18:33 
 
 

1817 4.33 By-Laws of the Sisters of Charity of St. 
Joseph’s (Maryland)  
[adopted at the first meeting of the corporation] 
 

 Adopted 
July 23, 
1817 

NC 1, 281; 
McNeil, VH 
20:1, 18 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
3-1-3 
 
 

1817 4.34 Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
"Mrs. Seton gave me this morning communication 
of a letter which you addressed to her on the 14th 
inst." – conditions under which Sisters would be 
sent to New York. 
 

Rev. John  
Connolly, 
New York 

July 24, 
1817 

NC 1, 202  APSL 7-10-2:6 
 
 

1817 4.35  Rose White, Philadelphia 
"Your letter of last week in which you mention 
Mary’s being admitted to St. Joseph’s gave a joy to 
my heart most pleasing."  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Probably 
summer, 
1817 

Mother Rose 
White, 41-43 
 
 

No original located  
 
 



1817 4.36 Robert Fox, New York 
"The good Sisters got here on the 28th fatigued by 
the journey, particularly Sr. Cecilia who was much 
indisposed." 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Sept. 8, 
1817 

Seton (2009),  
357, fn. 76;  
347, fn. 18;  
NC 1, 203 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
4:72 
 
 

1817 
 

4.37 William Seton, Carrollton Manor, 
Maryland  
“I arrived yesterday from Washington and intend 
spending a few days with our friends here”  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Sept. 9, 
1817 

Seton (2009),  
357, fn. 77 
 

ASCSE 
S-J #256-257 
 
 

1817 4.38 Richard Seton, Baltimore [enroute to 
Livorno] 
"We arrived safely after a rather fatiguing journey" 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Sept. 19, 
1817 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
18:52 
S-J #418-421 
 
 

1817 4.39   Ellen Wiseman, Baltimore 
"My beloved dear mother I can say but a few words 
as Livers goes early this morning." 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

[Sept.] 19, 
1817 
 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
2:83 
 
 

1817 4.40  Richard Seton, Baltimore   
“My dear mother once more I trouble you with my 
letters” – tomorrow he will leave for Liverpool, 
mentions Bruté. 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

[After 
Sept. 19, 
1817] 

Seton (2009), 
366-67 

ASCSH  A 103.006 
S-J #183-186 
 
 
 

1817 4.41  Andrew Byrne, Georgetown College, 
Washington, D.C. 
“It will give you satisfaction to hear that my Boy 
and I reached here safe” – speaks of his daughter 
Eliza’s affection for Elizabeth Seton and other 
Sisters.  
 

Rev. John 
Dubois, 
Emmitsburg  

Sept. 20, 
1817 

 AMSMU  
 
 



1817 4.42  William Seton, Emmitsburg 
“I beg leave Dear Sir to return you my sincerest 
thanks for the interest you have been so kindly 
pleased to exert in my favor” – regarding his naval 
commission  
 

Robert Fox, 
New York 

Oct. 28, 
1817 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
16:6 
 
 

1817 4.43  William Dubourg, Baltimore 
"Had I not been prevented by a crowd of 
occupations" – affirms his esteem for her despite 
their past differences – he is leaving to become 
bishop of Louisiana.  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

Oct. 29, 
1817 

Dubourg 1, 414-
15, fn. 21; Seton 
(2009),  228, fn. 
84 

AMSV  
100, 115, 1, 28 
 
 
 

1817 4.44  William Seton, Emmitsburg   
"I have read with pleasure" – he accepts his 
Midshipman's commission in the U.S. Navy 
 

To an 
unknown 
person 

Nov. 4, 
1817 

 AUND II-1-a 
 
 

1817 4.45 Emma Seton, New York 
“When I look at the date of your dear letter, daily 
Aunty I reproach myself for neglecting it so long” – 
provides family news from New York 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 
 

Nov. 6, 
1817 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11:B39 
 
 

1817 4.46  Richard Seton, Livorno 
"I now can with pleasure and ease show you a long 
letter"; "All good resolves to succeed and be good" 
– he arrived in Livorno Dec. 6.  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Dec. 20, 
1817 

Seton (2009),  
367;  
 
 

No original located  
S-J #507-510 
 

1817 4.47  List of Academy Pupils as of 1817  1817  APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
3:70 
 
 

  



1818       

1818 4.48 Antonio Filicchi, Livorno 
"I have received your several letters of past year" – 
he is pleased with Richard’s work  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Jan. 5, 
1818 

 No original located  
 
 

1818 4.49  Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
"No doubt dear Mother, everything should be done 
that can soothe the hearts of a Parent"  
  

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Jan. 7, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
5:28 
 
 

1818 4.50 Louisa Caton Hervey, England  
“I began to despair of ever hearing from you. I have 
written several times to you since I came to 
Europe.” – Mary Harper is very sick  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

Jan. 8, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASHPH) 
2:90 
 
 
 

1818 4.51 Julia Scott, Philadelphia  
"A bright sunshine and a moderate day" – provides 
family news – she expects to see William as he 
passes through Philadelphia on his way to Boston. 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Jan. 20, 
1818 

Seton (2009),  
357, fn. 81 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11: B31 
 
 

1818 4.52 Richard Seton, Livorno 
"I avail myself of an opportunity" – offers to buy a 
Turkish rug for Mr. Dubois' church, gives prices of 
organs 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Jan. 27, 
1818 

Seton (2009), 
367, fn. 149 
 

ASCSE 
S-J #406-409 
 
 

1818  4.53 Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg  
[Original in French] 
“I received the last sighs of my dear and 
respectable friend (Rev. Duhamel)” – raises 
questions about Emmitsburg parish and his 
responsibilities.   
 

Rev. 
Ambrose 
Maréchal, 
Baltimore 

Feb. 9, 
1818 

 AAB, AASMSU  
15 T 7 
 
 



1818 4.54 Rev. Simon Bruté, Emmitsburg  
"Love God above all things. Serve him and observe 
his holy law." – spiritual advice for William as he 
joins the Navy 
 

William 
Seton, 
leaving 
Emmitsburg 
for his naval 
commission  
 

Feb. 15, 
1818 

Seton (2009), 
357, fn. 83; 
White (1869 
ed.), 449-450 

AMSMU 
 
 

1818 4.55  William Seton [Philadelphia]  
"For the third time I sit down to address you a few 
lines"  
 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

[Feb. 
1818] 

De Barberey 
(Code),  420   

No original located  
 
 

1818 4.56  Catherine Seton, Philadelphia  
"I suppose my own dear most beloved mother has 
received my last letter"  
 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Feb. 24, 
1818 

Seton (2009),  
354, fn. 57 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
9: 53 
 
 

1818 4.57  Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
[Original in French] 
“I received this morning the answer with which you 
have honored me” – re: combining a priest for the 
parish in Emmitsburg with the role of director of 
the Sisters 
 
 

Rev. 
Ambrose 
Maréchal, 
Baltimore 

Feb. 25, 
1818 

 AAB, AASMSU  
15 T 8 
 
 

1818* 4.58 William Seton,  USS Independence, 
Boston Harbor 
“I arrived here 3 days ago from New York traveling 
night and day” – saw family and friends in New 
York – met Bishop Cheverus in Boston. 
 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Feb. 27, 
1818 

RSM, 2:259-60 APSL  (formerly ASJPH)  
18:58 
S-J #231-234 
 
 



1818 4.59  William Seton, USS Independence, 
Boston Harbor  
“Again I attempt to write you from this noisy 
house”- Hopes to visit Cheverus next Sunday – 
passing through New York he saw Sr. Cecilia & 
others, though Sr. Rose was out. Saw Julia Scott 
briefly in going through Philadelphia – tell Aunt 
Post, Aunt Ellen Craig, & Dué, he will not forget 
their kindness. 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

March 4, 
1818 

de Barberey  
(Code), 423; 
RSM 2:260-261 
 

ASCSH A 103.006 
S-J #235-238 
 
 

1818 4.60  Cecilia O'Conway, New York   
“I cannot but feel a little surprised at the silence 
that reigns on your side " – that morning she heard 
a “most solemn sermon” preached by the Rev. Mr. 
French. 

Matthias & 
Rebecca 
O'Conway, 
Philadelphia 

March 5 & 
April 12, 
1818 

PFN,448 PAHRC MS 21, 553(3)  
acc. 3358 
 
 

1818  4.61  Catherine Seton, Philadelphia  
"I hope by this time my beloved mother has 
received my last letter"  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

March 6, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
9:54 
 
 

1818 4.62  Robert Barry, Baltimore 
"I received your esteemed letters" – gives 
information about financial affairs.  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

March 13, 
1818 

 APSL(formerly ASJPH)  
4:53 
 
 

1818 4.63  Managers of St. Joseph’s Orphan 
Asylum, Philadelphia 
“Brief sketch of affairs of St. Joseph’s Orphan 
Asylum for the two last years” 

Francis 
Cooper, New 
York 

March 19, 
1816 to 
March 19, 
1818 
 

 UAQ 
 
 

1818 4.64 William Seton, Boston Harbor 
“I write you this from the Exchange Coffee house 
just ashore on liberty” 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

March 25, 
1818 

Seton (2009), 
358; RSM 
2:263-64 
 

No original located  
 
S-J #239-241 
 



1818 
 

4.65  Catherine Seton, Philadelphia  
"I have long been anxiously expecting to hear from 
you" – she hopes to go on to New York to visit 
family. 
 

William 
Seton, 
Boston 

March 27, 
1818 

 ASCSH  
 
 

1818 4.66  Emily Caton McTavish, Baltimore 
"My dear Mother I long to see you place in your 
arms my darling Child."  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

March 29, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
2:91 
 

1818 4.67  William Seton, USS Independence, 
Boston Harbor  
"I was agreeably surprised this morning to receive 
your dear letters sent by Mr. Cheverus." 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

April 1, 
1818 

 No original located 
S-J #363-366 
 
 

1818 4.68  Catherine Seton, New York 
"You have no doubt by this time received my last 
letter telling you of my intention of coming to New 
York.”  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

April 14, 
1818 
 

Seton (2009), 
354, fn. 58 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
9:55 
 
 

1818 4.69  Robert G. Harper, Baltimore 
"The fatal intelligence has arrived. Our darling 
child, our delight and our hope terminated her 
earthly corpse [course] in the beginning of 
February” – re: the  death of his daughter Mary 
Diana Harper  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 
 

April 15,  
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
2:42 
 
 

1818 4.70  Eliza Sadler, New York 
“I never felt more certain of giving you pleasure, 
my dear Eliza, by writing than I do just now” – she 
reports on Catherine’s visit to New York 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

April 16, 
[1818] 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11:B20 
 
 



1818 4.71  Catherine Seton, New York 
"I received this morning your letter enclosing one 
to Will" – she forwarded it to William in Boston – 
reports on family affairs 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

April 27, 
1818 

Seton (2009), 
354  

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
9: 56 
 
 

1818 4.72  Richard Seton, Livorno 
“You may perhaps have been a little surprised at 
not receiving any letters from me” 
 

William 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

April 29, 
1818 

 AMSV  
100,101, 1, 6d 
 
 

1818 4.73  Richard Seton, Livorno  
"Here I am in Leghorn scratching away in the 
compt. house of Mr. Filicchi." 
 

Catherine 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

April 30, 
1818 

 ASCSH A 103.006 
S-J #511-514 
 
 

1818 4.74 Richard Seton, Livorno 
"I improve of the departure of Mr. Cooper for 
America again to send you a few lines" – he is  
well employed at the counting house, is teaching 
the little girls English – trying to prove gratitude to 
Filicchis 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

May 1, 
1818 

Seton (2009), 
367, fn. 149 

APSL (formerly AMPH) 
RG #1-3-2-2 
 
S-J #410-413 
 
 

1818 4.75  Robert Harper, Baltimore 
"When you receive this letter we shall be on our 
voyage" to Europe  

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

May 5, 
1818 

Seton (2009), 
355, fn. 65 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
2:44 
 
 

1818 4.76 Rev. John Dubois, Baltimore 
"Altho' very sick yet at our good friend Dr. 
Chatard's I feel strength enough to account to you 
for  my otherwise unaccountable protracted 
absence"  

Elizabeth 
Seton 
Emmitsburg 

May 5, 
1818 

Seton (2009), 
355, fn. 64 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
5:29  
 
 

1818 4.77  Ellen Wiseman, Baltimore 
"I have not written you for a long time not that you 
were forgotten”  

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

May 16, 
1818 
 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
2:84 
 



1818 4.78 Catherine Seton, New York 
“I wish I could tell you my dear aunt the pleasure I 
experience in receiving your letters.” 

Julia Scott, 
Philadelphia 

May 23, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11:B53 
 
 

1818 4.79  Mary Bayley Post, New York 
"Your Catherine leaves us sooner than I expected"  

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

May 25, 
[1818] 
 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
11:26 
 
 

1818 4.80  Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
[Original in French] – excerpt only 
Dubois resigned from the Sulpicians and resigned 
as superior of the Sisters because Sulpicians 
decided to close the seminary at Mount St. Mary’s 
 

Rev. John 
Tessier, 
Baltimore  

May 29, 
1818 

NC 1, 209; 
Seton (2009), 
381ff.  

AAB, AASUS  
 
 

1818 4.81 
 

William Seton, USS Independence, 
Boston Harbor  
“I have before me yours of the 27th May. I perceive 
you are anxious about the money which in fact I 
have not received” – he is anxious to be transferred 
to another ship. 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

June 3, 
1818 

Seton (2009), 
359, fn. 94 
 

AMSJ   
A 111 087 
S-J #245-248 
 
 

1818 4.82  Rev. Simon Bruté, Emmitsburg 
“My little room; am expecting no one... let us love, 
let us serve in the little things.” – mentions the 
Sisters and their duties. 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

[June 
1818] 

Seton (2009), 
345, fn. 10; 
Bruté (1886), 
155-157 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
7-3-1-2:A14 
 
 

1818 4.83  Rev. Simon Bruté, Emmitsburg 
“My dear mother in this new beginning it seems as 
we altogether want to renew our best confidence 
in Our Lord himself.” – Bruté is leaving St. Mary’s in 
Baltimore and returning to Mount St. Mary’s in 
Emmitsburg  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

[after June 
3, 1818] 

Seton (2009),  
336, fn. 142. 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
7-3-1-3:B191 
 
 



1818 4.84 Catherine Seton, Emmitsburg 
"Mother has told you, my dearest Will, all about 
Leo[Post]" – Leo came to Emmitsburg with her and 
was detained because of an accident. 
 
[Note on letter of Elizabeth, CW 2:561-61, #7.166] 

William 
Seton, 
Boston  

June 7, 
1818 

 AMSV  
100, 110:11, 5 
S-J #478-79  
 

1818 4.85 Rev. Simon Bruté, Emmitsburg 
Notes for Meditation on Elizabeth’s impending 
death 

 June 8, 
1818 

Bruté (1884), 
200-204 

No original located 
 
 

1818 4.86  Charles Wharton 
“You will receive from Mother Seton the four 
remaining vols. of the Roman history” – re: books 
and other matters Elizabeth will explain. 

Rev. John 
Dubois, 
Emmitsburg 

June 9, 
1818 

 AMSMU 
 
 

1818 4.87 Richard Seton, Livorno  
"I cannot really call a letter a letter unless it is filled 
and written from end to end" – he hopes Kitty will 
spend a good summer in New York -- is sending 
Dubois some urns 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

June 10, 
1818 

Seton (2009),  
367, fn. 149 

AMSJ  
A 111 088 
S-J #414-417 
 
 

1818 
 

4.88  Richard Seton, Livorno  
"I received your precious letter on the 12th ult. and 
with it one from William and Mama." 

Catherine 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

June 11, 
1818 

 ASCSH   
A-103.006 
 
 

1818 4.89  Richard Seton, Livorno 
"By so favorable an opportunity I cannot but send 
you a few more lines" – new prospects open up 
daily. 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

June 12, 
1818 

 AMSV  
100,115, 1, 38 
S-J #431-434 
 
 

1818 
 

4.90 Richard Seton, Livorno 
"I wrote you a letter the other day and gave you my 
sentiments on matters and things as they then 
stood and now are." 
 

Catherine 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

June 13, 
1818 

 ASCSH  
A-103.006 
 
 



1818 4.91 Catherine Seton, Emmitsburg 
“My beloved Brother I have just come home after a 
pleasant walk to our old creek” [note on Elizabeth’s 
letter, CW 2:563, #7.168] 

William 
Seton, 
Boston 

June 16, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly AMPH)  
RG #1-3-2 
S-J #111-114 
 
 

1818 4.92 William Seton, USS Independence, 
Boston Harbor  
“Since my last I have rec’d a letter of credit from 
Mr. Barry authorizing me to draw on him for 100 
Dollars.” 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

June 19, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
18:57 
S-J #249-251 
 
 

1818 4.93  Cecilia O'Conway, New York  
“You cannot imagine the satisfaction it affords me 
to know how attentive you are”  

Isabel 
O'Conway, 
Philadelphia 

June 28, 
1818 

PFN, 448 PAHRC MS 21,553(3)  
acc. 3358 
 
 

1818 4.94  Richard Seton, Livorno   
"Yes, sweet mother, I'm safe & well & happy and all 
are I hope well pleased with me." – he expects to 
see William in Leghorn when the American 
squadron comes on July 4, but since he is still under 
Commodore Bainbridge on Independence in Boston 
it is not likely – Jos will no doubt enjoy her visit 
with her dear Sarah and Aunt Scott. 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

July 1, 
1818 

Seton (2009),  
367, fn. 149 

AMSJ  
A 111 089 
S-J #519-522 
 
 

1818 
 

4.95 Richard Seton, Livorno 
"On the 10th inst. I rec’d a letter from Dearest 
mother dated March 25 in which she informed me 
you were in Philadelphia with Aunt Scott.” 
 

Catherine 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

July 1, 
1818 

 ASCSH 
A.103.006 
 
 

1818 4.96 Rev. Pierre Babade, Baltimore 
[Original in French] 
“It is quite true that I had formed the project of 
writing your life story and publishing it.” – he is 
praying for the Sisters’ chapter and elections – 
expresses concern for Elizabeth’s health.   

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

July 12, 
1818 

Seton (2009),  
349, fn. 32 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
1:71 
 
 



1818 4.97  Catherine Seton, Emmitsburg 
“I have from week to week delayed writing to you 
hoping I might be able to give you more favorable 
accounts of my dear mother’s health” 
  

Julia Scott, 
Philadelphia 

July 12, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11:B54 
 
 

1818 4.98  William Seton, USS Macedonian, Boston 
Harbor  
“I recd Mr. Barry’s letter on the 14th ”- he has 
received his orders to change ships -- asks about 
Elizabeth’s illness -- possibility of visiting her before 
his voyage around Cape Horn & into Pacific Ocean – 
will not sail till the fall. 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

July 21, 
1818 

Seton (2009), 
360, fn. 97; 
RSM 2:273-74 

APSL (formerly AMPH) 
RG#1-3-2-2 
S-J #252-255 
 
 

1818 4.99 Mary Bayley Post, New York 
"I have been anxiously expecting a line from you, 
my dear Sister" – she is concerned about 
Elizabeth’s health – provides family news 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Aug. 4, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11:27 
 
 

1818 4.100 Dr. Wright Post, New York  
"How much and how sincerely I am grieved to hear 
that your health is so much impaired, I need not 
tell you."  

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

Aug. 11, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11:25 
 
 

1818 4.101 Rev. John Cheverus, Boston 
"I received yesterday your letter, I have read it 
twenty times with increasing emotions."  – William 
dined with him and will sail soon – Mrs. [Charlotte 
Gorham] Seton has been unwell & is now in the 
country – William saw her once – he has never 
seen a Mrs. French but will inquire. 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Aug. 11, 
1818 

Seton (2009) 
349-50, fn. 33; 
361, fn. 98  

AMSV 
100, 115, 1, 17  
 
 

1818 4.102  Catherine Seton, Emmitsburg  
“You are too good my dearest Aunt to write me so 
long and kind a letter for my few shabby lines” 
 

Julia Scott, 
Philadelphia 

Aug. 19, 
1818 
 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11:B54a 
 
 



1818 4.103  Richard Seton, Livorno 
“Notwithstanding I sent you 2 letters (via 
Gibraltar)” [includes a note to Catherine at the end] 

Elizabeth 
Seton and 
Catherine 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

Aug. 27, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly AMPH) 
RG#1-3-2-2 
S-J #523-526 
 
 

1818 4.104  Rev. Simon Bruté, Emmitsburg 
[Original in French] 
 “An opportunity was offered to me on your feast 
day…right now I am with our good sisters of St. 
Joseph’s valley” 

Augustin 
Bruté,  
France 

Aug. 28, 
1818 

 Bruté FA, #118 A  
 
 

1818 4.105  William Seton, USS Macedonian 
"I answered last night a letter received from Uncle 
Post enclosing $50" – Rev. Francis Matignon is 
dying – Williams’ ship is set to sail Oct. 1 and be 
gone for three years. 
[content similar to but not identical to July 21 
letter] 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Aug. 29, 
1818 

Seton (2009), 
361, fn. 100; 
RSM 2:276 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
18:59 
S-J #367-370 
 
 

1818 4.106 Catherine Dupleix, New York 
“My most dearly beloved friend, with great 
pleasure I introduced” – saw Kitty when she was in 
New York – is disappointed she can’t visit in the fall.  
[See CW, 2:575, #7.177, letter of Elizabeth to Eliza 
Sadler] 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Summer or 
fall 1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11:B35 
 
 

1818 4.107   William Seton, USS Macedonian, Boston 
“I received yesterday your dear letter containing 
the $50.” – the ship is ready to sail.  

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

Sept. 17, 
1818 

Seton (2009), 
361, fn.101; 
RSM 2:278-79 

ASCSH 
A-103.006 
S-J #258-261 

1818 4.108  Rev. Ambrose Maréchal, Baltimore  
Diary – went to St. Joseph's for Confirmation; 
Elizabeth ill with consumption: 16 sisters in vows, 
18 novices, 2 postulants – plus 3 in New York and 3 
in Philadelphia, and 67 boarders. 

 Sept. 23, 
1818 

NC 1, 212; 
McCann, I:101, 
432    

AAB, AASMSU 
 
 



1818 4.109 Richard Seton, Livorno 
"I hope that by this time you have been well 
satisfied with me as regards writing” – all goes well.  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

Oct. 1, 
1818 

 ASCSH 
A-103.006 
S-J #527-530  
 

1818 4.110  Rev. Ambrose Maréchal, Baltimore   
Report to Propaganda, excerpt re: Sisters’ houses in 
diocese of Baltimore 

Propaganda 
Fidei, Rome 

Oct. 16, 
1818 

Ellis,  
206-207 

AAB, AASMSU 
 
 
 

1818 4.111  Rev. John Hickey, Baltimore  
"You must not be displeased with the three titles 
which my heart more than my pen bestows" – re: a 
woman/convert who wants to join the Sisters of 
Charity 
 

Rev. John 
Dubois, 
Emmitsburg 

Oct. 21, 
1818 

 AMSMU 
 
 
 

1818 
 

4.112  Catherine Seton, Emmitsburg 
"My beloved dear Brother is by this time safe 
lodged in his old Ship" 
(with letter from Elizabeth, CW, 2:583-85, #7.185 – 
“Extract from Log Book of Shady Retreat”) 
 

William 
Seton, USS 
Macedonian 

Oct. 24, 
1818 

Seton (2009), 
361 

ASCSH 
S-J #131-132 
 
 

1818 4.113  Helen Bayley Craig, New York 
“A direct opportunity to my own dearly loved Sister 
must not be neglected” – provides family news 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Nov. 17, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11:B41 
 
 

1818 4.114  Antonio Filicchi, Livorno 
Bill of lading of goods shipped to Elizabeth Seton 
from Livorno 
 

J. Murray & 
Son 

Nov. 21, 
1818 

 AMSJ  
A 111 120 
 
 

1818  4.115 William Seton, USS Macedonian 
“My best beloved we have just locked ship” – 
hopes the ship can carry a letter – they are on the 
Equator 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

[Dec. 12, 
1818] 

 AMSJ  
A 111 086 
S-J #379-382 
 



1818 4.116 Joanna Barry, Baltimore 
"Do not be displeased with me"  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Dec. 14, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
4:54 
 
 

1818 4.117 Rev. Ambrose Maréchal, Baltimore  
"Since my consecration my dear and rev'd Mother, 
I have received many hundred letters" – thanks her 
for her feast day wishes and prayers. 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg  

Dec. 18, 
1818 

 AMSV  
100, 115, 1, 29 
 
 

1818  4.118  Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
“Need I say that my beloved Josephine's request 
shall be most cheerfully complied with." – promises 
exchange of prayers   
 

Catherine 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 
 

Dec. 22, 
1818  
 

Dubois, 80 UNDA II-1-a 
 
 

1818 4.119  Cecilia O’Conway, New York 
“My beloved Mother how you surprise me by your 
alarm on the duties of a Superior”  
[Text of letter is in CW 2:597, #7.199, n. 1] 
Elizabeth’s comment is on reverse. 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

[Dec.] 
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
4:119 
 

1818 4.120  Richard Seton, Livorno  
“How are you? Are you well? Or are you sick or 
what?” 
 

Catherine 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Dec. 29, 
1818 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
18:11 
 
 

1819       

1819 4.121 Eleanora Hickey, Emmitsburg 
“Pardon me for not answering your last letter 
before this.” [Elizabeth wrote a postscript on this 
letter, see CW 2:602, #7.204] 
 

Rev. John 
Hickey, 
Baltimore 
 

Feb. 19, 
1819 

 AAB, AASUS 
RG1, Box 14 
 
 



1819 4.122 Eleanora Hickey, Emmitsburg 
“Accordingly I received the expression of my 
dearest Brother John’s soul” [includes a note from 
Elizabeth, not in CW] 
 

Rev. John 
Hickey, 
Baltimore 

Feb. 25, 
1819 

 AAB, AASUS  
 
 

1819 4.123 Antonio Filicchi, Livorno 
"I have received your several affectionate letters 
down to the 11th Nov. ult." – the Harpers had been 
in Livorno 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

March 8, 
1819 

Seton (2009), 
117-18, fn. 32 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
10:48 
 
 

1819 4.124 Mary Bayley Post, New York 
"It seems a long time my dear sister since you have 
written to me" – family news  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton,  
Emmitsburg 

March 12, 
1819 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11:24 
 
 

1819 4.125 William Seton, Valparaiso, Chile 
"I wrote you on our arrival here by an En[glis]h Brig 
bound to Rio Janeiro." – hopes of rising in Navy –
description of fauna 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

March 13, 
1819 

de Barberey 
(Code), 433-46 

APSL (formerly AMPH) 
RG #1-3-2-2 
S-J #495-98 
 
 

1819 4.126 William Hickey, Washington, D.C. 
“I set me down a few minutes to speak a little with 
my good Mother by epistle.” – news of Elizabeth’s 
son William and Eleanora Hickey who has returned 
home   
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg  

Passion 
Sunday 
[late 
March, 
1819] 
 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
2:81 
 
 

1819 4.127 Richard Seton, Livorno 
"On the arrival of the William Penn you have no 
doubt been inquiring if there were any letters from 
Old Dick.” 
 
 

Catherine 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

April 10, 
1819 

 AMSV  
100,101, 1, 6e 
 
 
 



1819 4.128  William Seton, USS Macedonian, 
Valparaiso Bay  
“I write you in haste by a ship bound to Rio Janeiro 
– Nothing peculiarly interesting has occurred ” – 
describes Holy Week customs among the ships of 
various nationalities and in the local area  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg   

April 12, 
1819 

RSM 2:282-83 No original located  
 
S-J #262-265 
 

1819 4.129  Christide D’Anduze, Emmitsburg  
[Parts in Italian] 
"The second day after your departure I went and 
saw your most dear mother" 
 

William 
Seton, 
Valparaiso 

April 26, 
1819 

 AMSV  
100,115, 1,49  
S-J #545-548 
 
 

1819 4.130 Catherine Seton, Carrollton Manor, 
Maryland 
 "I am safe my dearest most beloved mother at my 
place of destination and feel as well as usual"  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

May 9, 
1819 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
9:57 
 
 

1819 4.131  Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg  
Re: account due Mr. Keepers for land and services 
 

Margaret 
George, 
Emmitsburg 
 

May 9, 
1819 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
5:30 
 
 

1819 4.132 Mrs. F[anny] T.D. Owings, Baltimore 
“Your kind letter, my good Sister Margaret, has not 
remained unanswered from want of respect” – 
financial and other arrangements for her nieces 
Charlotte and Mary, students at St. Joseph’s 
 

Margaret 
George, 
Emmitsburg 

n.d. 
[before 
May 28, 
1819] 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
7-10-3, 64 
 
 

1819 4.133 Jane Frances Gartland, [New York]   
 “It is the season of love my dearest Jose” 

Catherine 
Seton, 
Carrollton 
Manor  

Whitmon-
day [May 
31], 1819 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
11: B50 
 
 



1819 4.134  Catherine Seton, Carrollton Manor, 
Maryland 
"Though this may not go beloved dearest mother 
till next week's post"  

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

June 9, 
1819 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
9:58 
 
 

1819 4.135 Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
[Original in French] 
“The silence you have kept in regards to the 
congregation at Emmitsburg since the departure of 
Mr. Cooper doesn’t allow us to adopt any plan for 
the service of this parish” – tells of a widow who 
wishes to enter the Sisters of Charity but who has 
family obligations. 
 

Rev. 
Ambrose 
Maréchal, 
Baltimore 

July 22,  
1819 

 AAB, AASMSU  
15 U 17 
 
 

1819 4.136 Catherine Seton, Emmitsburg 
 “After the first joy of meeting my dearest Mother 
from whom I have been absent for some time”  
[Followed by a letter of Elizabeth, see CW 2:621, 
#7.220]   

Julia Scott, 
Philadelphia 

Aug. 19, 
1819 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11:B55 
 
 

1819 4.137  Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
“With gratitude I received your very neat Stole and 
surely not long looked for, but very expeditiously 
done” 

Catherine 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Sept. 26, 
1819 
 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH  
5:31 
 
 

1819 4.138  William Seton, USS Macedonian  
"We arrived yesterday at this place after a cruise of 
six months"– describes Valparaiso, military 
maneuvers, Indians 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Oct. 16, 
1819 

 APSL (formerly AMPH) 
RG#1-3-2-2 
S-J #371-378 
 
 

1819 4.139 Mary Bayley Bunch, New York 
“I am on the eve of departure my very dear sister 
but I cannot go without leaving a line of 
affectionate farewell for you and dear Kate” – she 
is rejoining her husband in England 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Oct. 25, 
1819 

Seton (2009), 
393, fn. 64 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)   
11: B40 
 
 



1819 4.140  Edmond Pratt, Philadelphia 
“I have been induced by Mrs. Mallon’s high 
recommendation of the institution over which you 
preside” – is sending his daughter to St. Joseph’s  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Nov. 2, 
1819 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
2:94 
 
 

1819 4.141 Maria Brown Valey, Browns Ville 
“how impossible it would be for me to describe my 
present feelings to you” 

Catherine 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Nov. 11, 
1819 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
18:34 
 
 

1819 4.142 Robert G. Harper, Baltimore 
"I was very much obliged and notified [edified??] 
by your letter of the 25th last month"  

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Nov. 15, 
1819 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
18:12 
 
 

1819 4.143 Rev. Louis Deluol 
[Original in French] 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Nov. 24, 
1819 

 AAB, AASUS 
Deluol Letterbook 6 
 

1819 4.144 Rev. Louis Deluol 
[Original in French] 
Postscript of Nov. 26 is at end of Nov. 24 letter to 
Elizabeth Seton 

Rev. John 
Dubois, 
Emmitsburg 

Nov. 24 & 
26, 1819 

 AAB, AASUS 
Deluol Letterbook 6 
 

1819 4.145 Rev. John Connolly, New York 
“I return your Grace my most sincere thanks for 
your kind and friendly letter of the 24 Inst.” – re: 
trustee disputes in NY 
 

Rev. Ambrose 
Maréchal, 
Baltimore 

Dec. 30, 
1819 

 AAB, AASMSU  
14 T 5 
 
 

1819 4.146  
 
 

Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
"I think it is time now for our dear Mother and her 
Council to determine upon the propriety of 
admitting protestant children to St. Joseph’s" -- 
Dubois does not favor it. 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

[Ca. 1819] Seton (2009), 
297, fn. 70 

AMSV  
100,115, 1,41 
 
 



1820       

1820 4.147 Ann C. Tilghman, St. Michael’s, 
Maryland 
"Owing to the unpardonable irregularity of our 
mails your favor of the 15th only reached me last 
evening" 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Jan. 1, 
1820 

Seton (2009), 
297, fn. 68 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
7: 84 
 
 

1820 4.148 Rev. John Cheverus, Boston 
He would have loved Elizabeth and her Sisters in 
Boston instead of Ursulines. 
 

Rev. Simon 
Bruté, 
Emmitsburg 

Jan. 5, 
1820 

 UNDA 
 

1820 4.149 Rev. John Cheverus, Boston 
Asks him to assure Elizabeth that all is well on the 
Macedonian 
 

Rev. Simon 
Bruté, 
Emmitsburg 

April 14, 
1820 

 UNDA 
 
 

1820 4.150 N.W. Worthington, Georgetown 
"Absence from home for some time is my excuse to 
Mrs. Seton for not having previously acknowledged 
the obligations she has been so kind as to confer on 
me" 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

May 4, 
1820 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
2:93 
 
 

1820 4.151 Catherine Seton, Carrollton Manor, MD 
 "I know my dearest mother is anxiously waiting for 
a letter" 
 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

May 12, 
1820 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
9:59 
 
 

1820 4.152 Catherine Seton, Baltimore 
“How delighted am I my own mother to have so 
good an opportunity of writing to you” 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

1820  APSL (formerly ASJPH)   
9:60 
 
 



1820 4.153 Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
"Mr. Yates agrees to complete the building 
including masons and joiners for $125" 
Re: erecting a new building for a day school 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

May 26, 
1820 

Seton (2009), 
301, fn. 88 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
5:33 
 
 

1820 4.154 William Seton, Panama 
"It is with a heart full of hope" – Within 2 days sail 
of Panama from St. Blas; hopes for letter from her. 
Heard of Decatur's death. While on shore, heard 
that a Mr. Cheriot of NY lived there. Thought he 
might be the partner of Jack Wilkes. Visited him, 
received kind reception. Cheriot told him that 
Wilkes was in Charlestown about to get married, 
and Eliza was married to a Mr. Henry of Albany. 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

June 10, 
1820 

Seton (2009), 
395, fn. 79 

AMSV  
100,1115, 1, 39 
 
 
 

1820 4.155 Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
[part in French, part in English] 
“…being not sufficiently acquainted with the price 
of provisions in Baltimore” 
 

Rev. 
Ambrose 
Maréchal, 
Baltimore 

June 10, 
1820 

 AAB, AASMSU  
15 U 21 
 
 

1820 4.156 Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
“profit by your daily experience to come nearer 
every day to the perfection of your Sacred Trust” 
 

Unknown 
person  

June 14, 
1820 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
5:24 
 
 

1820 4.157 Maria Louise Bernaben, Baltimore 
"It is with pleasure, my dear Mrs. Seton, that I 
answer the kind little note I received from you"  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

June 23, 
1820 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
11:68 
 
 

1820-21 4.158 
a,b,c 

Rev. John Dubois & Edward Yates, et al. 
Articles of agreement for erection of Free School 
building at St. Joseph’s; stop payment to Edward 
Yates; Edward Yates paid in full  
 

 June 30, 
1820; Dec. 
29, 1820; 
Nov. 7, 
1821 

Seton (2009), 
300, fn. 88 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
5:34; 5:35; 5:36 
 
 



1820 4.159 Cecilia O'Conway, Emmitsburg 
"I read your letter to papa of the month of 
December last" 

Columbkill 
O'Conway 

July 2 & 5, 
1820 
 

PFN, 449-50 PAHRC MS 21, 553(3)  
acc. 3358 
 

1820 4.160 Cecilia O'Conway, Emmitsburg 
"As for me I am too well for my share of mortality" 

Matthias and 
Rebecca 
O'Conway, 
Philadelphia 

[July 2, 
1820 or 
shortly 
thereafter] 
 

PFN, 449-450  Transcription 
 

1820 4.161 Mary Owings, Emmitsburg [St. Joseph’s] 
“I now embrace this opportunity of writing these 
few lines to you” 
(Attached to Elizabeth’s letter to Catherine, CW 
2:660, #7.253) 

Catherine 
Seton, 
Carrollton 
Manor 

July 4, 
1820 

 No original located 
S-J #151 
 
 

1820 4.162 Catherine Seton, Carrollton Manor, MD 
“I am in my little room at the manor, dearest 
beloved Mother”  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

July 10, 
1820 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
9:61 
 
 

1820 4.163 William Seton, Valparaiso, Chile 
"At length most dear Mother, the long wished for 
letters have arrived" 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

July 23, 
1820 

 AMSV  
100, 115, 1, 40 
 
 

1820 4.164 Catherine Seton, Carrollton Manor 
“I know my darling Mary is looking out for an 
answer to her dear letter which gave her friend so 
much pleasure”  
 

Mary Owings, 
Emmitsburg 

July 27, 
1820 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11:B67 
 
 

1820 4.165 Antonio Filicchi, Livorno 
"Your two holy sweet last letters" – re: Richard's 
unsuitability for business  (See Elizabeth’s answer 
on Oct. 19, 1820, CW 2: 669, #7.265) 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Aug. 8, 
1820 

Seton (2009), 
368, fn. 153 
 

AMSJ  
A 111 106 
 
 



1820 4.166 Rev. Simon Bruté 
[Original in French] Reflections 
"O how I was always edified"  

 Aug. 21-
24, 1820 

Bruté (1886), 
248-250 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
13:142 
 
 

1820 4.167 Rev. John Cheverus, Boston  
"I will not apologize but throw myself on your 
mercy" – Mrs. Charlotte Seton, sister-in-law, died 
of a "cholera morbus" & "bilious fever." She leaves 
2 girls, 14 & 6, and a boy, 12, all Catholic. Children 
are by a former husband, Mr. Gorham. She leaves a 
house in Boston & property in Havana. 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Aug. 22, 
1820 

Seton (2009), 
396, fn. 81 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)   
1: 17 
 
 

1820 4.168 Rev. Simon Bruté, Emmitsburg 
[Original in French] 
"Resolutions that Mother asked of me"  

 Aug. 24, 
1820 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
12:16 
 
 

1820 4.169 Rev. Simon Bruté, Emmitsburg 
[Original in French] 
 

William 
Seton, USS 
Macedonian 

Aug. 25, 
1820 
 

 UNDA II-1-a 
 
 

1820 4.170 Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
“Directions for Sister Betsy” 

Elizabeth 
Boyle, 
Philadelphia  
 

Aug. 27, 
1820 

 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
5:19 
 
 

1820 4.171 Cecilia O’Conway, Emmitsburg 
“Your last letter afforded me great pleasure” 
 

Isabel 
O’Conway 

Aug. 27 – 
Oct. 16, 
1820 

 PAHRC MS 21, 553(3)  
acc. 3358 
 
 

1820 4.172 Rev. John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
“the Bearer Mr. Taylor is willing to Charge $6” – 
purchase of blinds and shutters for the new 
dormitory under construction 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

[Summer 
1820] 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
5:21 
 
 



1820 4.173 Rev. Simon Bruté, Emmitsburg  
Notes on Elizabeth Seton’s “last illness”  
“Come, our Mother is dying!” 
 

 Sept. 24-
Oct. 6, 
1820 

Bruté (1884), 
3-20 
 

No original located  
 
 

1820 4.174 Robert G. Harper, Baltimore 
“Our accounts respecting Mrs. Seton are of a 
nature to give us great alarm on her subject”  

Rev. John 
Dubois, 
Emmitsburg 

Sept. 30, 
1820 

RSM 2: 289-90 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
2:43 
 
 

1820 4.175 Catherine Seton, Emmitsburg 
“Supposing my dear Aunt Scott that you have 
heard by report of the sickness of my dearest 
Mother” 
 

Julia Scott, 
Philadelphia 

Oct. 4, 
1820 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
11:B56 
 
 

1820 4.176 John Dubois, Emmitsburg 
“Your kind favor of the 30th ult. has not surprised 
me” - Re: Catherine’s future 

Robert G. 
Harper, 
Baltimore 

Oct. 5, 
1820 

 AAB, AASMSU   
11 L 13 
 
 

1820 4.177 Rev. Simon Bruté, Emmitsburg  
[Parts in French, with sketch] 
“Your poor spiritual doctor sees you seldom but it 
is in order not to tire you"  
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Nov. 1820 Seton (2009), 
400, fn. 101 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
12:2 
 
 

1820 4.178 Catherine Seton, Emmitsburg 
“My mother’s sorrow is heartfelt my dear Aunt 
Scott to hear of your loss in your inestimable sister” 
 

Julia Scott, 
Philadelphia 

Nov. 18, 
1820 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH)   
11:B57 
 
 

1820 4.179 William Seton, USS Macedonian   
"I write a few more lines tho’ I have but little new 
to tell you" 
 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Nov. 20, 
1820 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
18:60 
S-J #499-501 
 
 



1820 4.180 Rev. John Dubois 
“The inclosed was received this day by our dear 
Josephine Seton” - Richard returned from Livorno 
in difficulty, but the news would be too hard for his 
mother to bear in her illness. 

Robert 
Harper, 
Baltimore 

Nov. 21, 
1820 

 AAB, AASMSU  
11 L 14 
 

1820 4.181 Richard Seton, Alexandria, VA 
“I last month arrived here from Gibraltar on the 
ship America.” He confesses that he has acted 
“imprudently.” 

Robert 
Harper, 
Baltimore 

Nov. 23, 
1820 

 AAB, AASMSU  
20 N 20 
 
 

1820 4.182 Catherine Seton, Emmitsburg 
“It would be wronging my mother and my own 
most grateful heart” – She is grateful for his 
interest in her brother Richard. 

Robert 
Harper, 
Baltimore 

Dec. 1, 
1820 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
18:14 
 
 

1820 4.183 Rev. John Cheverus, Boston 
“Though it be better to be absent from the body & 
to be with Christ” – The Ursulines and he have 
prayed for her and her family. 

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

Dec. 17, 
1820 

Seton (2009), 
332, fn.123; 
RSM 2: 289 
 

APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
1:18 
 
 

1820 4.184 Rev. John Cheverus, Boston  
He can never think of the mountain or valley 
without a thrilling heart. 
 

Rev. Simon 
Bruté, 
Emmitsburg 

Dec. 19, 
1820 

Seton (2009), 
332, fn. 122 

UNDA II-3-o 

1820 4.185 Catherine Seton, Emmitsburg 
“Thinking my dear Aunt it will be a gratification to 
you to hear of my dear Mother” – Elizabeth is 
growing weaker. 
 

Julia Scott, 
Philadelphia 

Dec. 26, 
1820 
 

 APSL (formerly ASJPH)  
11:B58 
 
 

1820 4.186 Rev. Simon Bruté, Emmitsburg 
[Original in French] 
Notes for meditation on the travels of Our Lady, 
Our Lord, saints and angels 
 

 n.d. Brute (1886), 
286-87; 99-101 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
13:52 
 
 



1820 4.187 Rev. Simon Bruté, Emmitsburg 
[Original in French] 
“A retreat is a gentle and a happy thing, my dear 
mother.”  
 
Bruté wrote numerous spiritual reflections and 
advice for himself, Elizabeth Seton, her children, 
and others, most of which are undated. Not all 
have been included in this compilation. For the 
most part they are held at APSL or AMSMU.   

Elizabeth 
Seton, 
Emmitsburg 

n.d. Brute (1886), 
140-141 

APSL (formerly ASJPH) 
13:148 
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