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PREFACE

The celebrated French historian, Henri Bremond, in his study of religious
movements and personalities of seventeenth century France was captivated
by the attractiveness and depth of spirituality that he encountered in the
writings of Saint Vincent de Paul. He did not hesitate, however, to chide
gently the Community of Saint Vincent for having too carefully guarded the
writings of the Saint and for not having made them available to the public at
large. He subsequently retracted his complaint when on the eve of the
publication of his own magisterial work in the 1920’s, he learned that the
first volumes of the project of publishing the fourteen volumes of Saint
Vincent's correspondence and conferences had begun to appear.

Father Bremond, were he writing today, might be justified in thinking and
regretting that the English-speaking world was not yet sufficiently familiar
with the writings of Saint Vincent. Language is a formidable barrier and the
work of translation is demanding and slow. Recent years, however, have seen
an acceleration in the pace of translating Saint Vincent’s writings, as well as
a growth in the number of studies of the many faceted mind and heart of Saint
Vincent.

Among such studies must be placed the present volume—The Way of
Vincent de Paul—which Father Robert Maloney offers to all who would like
to become more acquainted with the spiritual vision of this man whose name
immediately conjures up, not only the poor but the challenge of serving them.
In a very painstaking and thorough manner Father Maloney presents, with
ample references to sources, the outlines of Saint Vincent’s “way.” A feature
of this work are the very practical deductions and consequences which Father
Maloney draws out from the vows and virtues which Saint Vincent con-
sidered to be so important for a person called to serve Christ in the poor. This
practical aspect of the book would, I feel, appeal greatly to Saint Vincent
who considered prayer to be largely ineffective if it was not backed up by
concrete resolutions bearing on one's daily life.

In welcoming this book—and in thanking Father Maloney—I feel confi-
dent that it will draw its readers closer to Saint Vincent whom Pope John
Paul II has described as “a man of action and prayer, of administration and
imagination, of leadership and humility, a man of yesterday and of today™
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(Pope John Paul II to the Members of the General Assembly, 1986; cf.
Vincentiana 1986, p. 416).

27 September 1991 Richard McCullen, C.M.
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