




world's most impoverished and at risk citizens. 
Father Maloney, former superior general of the Congregation of 

the Mission and current chair of the International Think Tank on Poverty 
Eradication and Systemic Change, recognizes the important role of academia 
in serving the poor and fighting poverty. He reminds St. John's University 
and other Vincentian academic institutions that their central mission and in- 
stitutional efforts should be directed toward: (1) creating a global worldview, 
recognizing poverty and its reduction at the local, national, and international 
levels; (2) using the university's resources in teaching, research, and institu- 
tional networking to promote analysis and action regarding the root causes 
of poverty; (3) promoting a university-wide effort to combine creativity, vi- 
sions, and resources toward the eradication of poverty; and (4) fighting pov- 
erty by working for justice, "teaching spirituality of justice, a philosophy of 
justice, a law of justice, an economics of justice, a liberal education (a free- 
dom) founded on justice."49 

Universities are in a unique position to engage businesses, governments, 
and civil society in working together to alleviate poverty and effect positive 
social change. As impartial mediators and facilitators they can bring about 
partnerships for poverty reduction and the still-possible achievement of the 
MDGs by 2015. Academia occupies Alan Fowler's "fourth position" central 
to facilitating dialogue and collaboration for the common good.so 

Partnerships for Poverty Reduction 
In September of 2000, world leaders met at the Millennium Summit held 

at the United Nations in New York and committed to achieving the eight 
MDGs by 2015. They embraced a vision for a world that is devoid of pov- 
erty, ensures gender equality, offers universal access to primary education, 
sustains environmental resources, provides treatment for fatal diseases that 
are prevalent among the world's poorest, and develops a global partnership 
for devel~pment.~~ 

The 2005 World Summit, the largest ever gathering of world leaders, 
reiterated the significance of intersectoral partnerships between businesses, 
governmental organizations, and civil society organizations in addressing 
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4y Robert. P. Maloney, C.M., Inaugural Address to the Vincentian Center for Church and 
Society at St. John's University, Jamaica, New York, January 1995. Available at: http:/ /www. 
vincenter.org/ 95 / maloney.html (accessed December 2007). 
" The concept of the "fourth position" has been applied hy Alan Fowler in the study of the 
mediating role of NGOs in international development. Alan Fowler, "NGO Futures: Beyond 
Aid. NGDO Values and the Fourth Position," Tlzird World Quarter!y 21:4 (2000): 589-603. 
" The Millennium Assembly of the United Nations -Millennium Summit (New York: United 
Nations, 6-8 September 2000), at: http:/ /www.un.org/millennium/. 



global inequities in wealth, health, and e d u c a t i ~ n . ~ ~  In spite of the unprec- 
edented opportunity, government leaders were unable to agree on a solution 
to reduce poverty w o r l d ~ i d e . ~ ~  On this mostly ideological battleground, 
those who suffer most are the poor.% We wonder what Vincent de Paul 
would do today to reduce poverty. Bernard Pujo provides insight in the 
story of Vincent's battle with France's royal power to defend his assets and 
assist the poor Saint-Lazare." Contemplating further, we wonder whether 
Vincent would today join the international campaign to end poverty. Would 
he preach about the MDGs? What type of projects or institutions would he 
engage with for poverty alleviation? What kind of partnerships would he 
create between religious institutions and civic groups to foster nation build- 
ing and sustainable development? Vincent valued his canon law education, 
but only in its virtue to aiding service of the poor. Today we find inspiration 
from university professors like C.K. Prahalad, Jeffrey Sachs, and Muhammad 
Yunus who have used their intellectual capacities to make a difference in the 
lives of many poor people." They inspire us to engage businesses, govern- 
mental organizations, and NGOs in implementing innovative strategies for 
alleviating poverty worldwide. 

Reducing poverty and sustaining development are among the most com- 
plex challenges of the twenty-first century. No single initiative, institution, or 
sector will be able to change the economic, social, political and moral implica- 
tions of world poverty and inequality. The MDGs are a helpful blueprint, but 
they will remain unattainable dreams unless we implement effective inter- 
sectoral and community-based partnerships. The academic sector, beginning 
with those institutions whose mission is specifically connected to poverty re- 
duction, sustainable development, or social responsibility, has the potential to 
make a major contribution to ongoing global and intersectoral efforts. 

52 The High Level Plenary Meeting of the 60th Session of the General Assembly (New York: 
United Nations, 14-16 September 2005), at: http:/ /www.un.org/summit2005/. 
" The 2005 Summit process changed dramatically on 17 August with the submission by 
the United States of 750 alterations to a thirty-nine-page text of proposed reforms. Among 
the sought-for changes were a U.N. Secretariat with more decision-making capability and the 
removal of all fourteen references to the eight MDGs. Jonas Hagen, 2005 World Summit, at: 
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our Tinze (New York: Penguin Press, 2005); Muhammad Yunus and Alan Jolis, Batlker to the Poor 
Micro-Lerldii~g nnd the Battle Agninst World Pozierty (New York: Public Affairs, 1999). 



Students and staff from Adamson and DePaul unite in support of the Piso Mula Sa Puso. 
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The educational development of socially responsible leaders can be 
achieved only in synchronicity with a commitment to academic social re- 
sponsibility. The partnership between Adamson and DePaul demonstrates 
the potential for other Vincentian academic partnerships to benefit the urban 
poor and marginalized sectors of our global societies. 

Urban poverty today is scarcely different from how Charles Dickens 
portrayed the socioeconomic conditions of pre-revolutionary France: It is the 
best of times, and the worst of times." The informal settlements of Manila, 
like the marginalized neighborhoods of Chicago, exemplify the global urban 
landscape of extremes between poverty and exclusion on one side and wealth 
and power on the other. This landscape is not so different from the Paris that 
Vincent saw in the seventeenth century. Today we look at his example for in- 
spiration to not only pay attention to the poor but also to persuade people of 
different classes and sectors to work together to alleviate poverty, and from 
his moral mandate to serve the poor by delivering them quality services for 
the construction of a better world. 

s7 Paraphrased from Charles Dickens, Hablot Knight Browne, and Frederick Barnard, A Tale of 
Two Cities, Great Illustrated Classics (New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1942). 


