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support to the last, in her severest pains she would look at it
with rolling tears and press my hand in silence — that crucifix
you will blush to own, and find it oftener your reproach than
your consolation — Yet through all your dangers of Salvation,
God will be a faithful God to you, if you are faithful to him
as you well know. Your [little sister] Elizabeth will tell you
how she loves her Sister Margaret [George] who is always
the favourite, and truly a most useful and true friend to the
little darling [and] who promises every thing your heart can
wish. You are dearly remembered here by many, my dear
Mary, and ever most tenderly loved by your own friend in
best hopes of our eternal reunion.

Your EASeton*

St. Joseph'’s was a school of love and care for the whole person exuded
through Elizabeth Ann Seton. Elizabeth, now the motherly teacher, expand-
ed her family through the community of sisters and students at the school
and modeled a holistic approach to education through the organization and
teaching style of St. Joseph’s. Elizabeth said, “Tenderness is the language chil-
dren best understand,”? which expressed how the Sisters of Charity lived
out Jesus’ mission in Emmitsburg daily. As St. Paul exhorted, “You should
be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and
patience. Over all these clothes, to keep them together and complete, put on
love.”? In Elizabeth’s words:

[ am as a Mother encompassed by many children of differ-
ent dispositions — not all equally amiable or congenial, but
bound to love, instruct, and provide for the happiness of all,
to give the example of chearfulness [sic], Peace, resignation,
and consider individuals more as proceeding from the same
Origin and tending to the same end than in the different
shades of merit or demerit.”

Archbishop John Carroll of Baltimore, a strong advocate of St. Joseph’s
Academy, wrote 11 September 1811, to praise and encourage Elizabeth Seton
and the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph’s valley “on your prosperity in the im-
portant duty of education which will and must long be your principal, and

2 Ibid., 11, 516-18.

» Ibid., 11, 173.

2 Colossians 3:12 & 14.

2 Collected Writings, 11, 154.
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will always be your partial employment.... Therefore [the Sisters of Charity]
must consider the business as a laborious, charitable and permanent object of
the religious duty.”*

Elizabeth discovered her calling to be a teacher early in life as a gentle
mentor and an organized, multi-tasking mother who taught her children at
home. She continued to teach in New York City when she became a widow,
struggling to support her newly Catholic family in a Protestant city. She blos-
somed as a Catholic matron and teacher both in Baltimore and Emmitsburg,
Maryland. Finally, Elizabeth’s life ended while she was fulfilling her role as
a motherly teacher and Sister of Charity. What is Elizabeth, our motherly
teacher, teaching us today? What is her advice for continuing the legacy of
Charity education?
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Four Sisters of Charity from Emmitsburg, at the invitation of Bishop
Edward Fenwick, arrived in Cincinnati in 1829. Their first ministry was St.
Peter’s Orphanage for girls, and an accompanying day school. The Sisters of
Charity of Cincinnati continue the mission of Charity education even today

» John Carroll, The Joln Carroll Papers, edited by Thomas O’Brien Hanley, S.J., 3 Vols. (Notre
Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame, 1976), 3:157.
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with the College of Mount St. Joseph, Seton High school, other traditional
and non-traditional venues, and with a new Cristo Rey high school to open
in 2010 — 200 years after St. Joseph’s Academy opened in Emmitsburg.

Elizabeth wrote a letter to Sister Margaret George, the founding mother
of the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati, who was on her way to mission, 28
May 1819, with advice and blessing;:

My Marg|arelt,

His Peace.... take care of Margaret exactly as you would of
EAS - mind that [which was] my last injunction [to] remem-
ber all the little things I told you in this corner [of St. Joseph’s
Valley] about Kindness to Strangers in the true Spirit. You
have so much to do for our Lord. May he bless you as my
heart and Soul blesses you — %

Elizabeth Seton’s advice and blessings as preparations for a new venture
in Charity education continue for the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati — the
daughters of both herself and Margaret George in the 200th anniversary year
of their founding.®

* Collected Writings, 11, 612.
% American Sisters of Charity, 1809-2009.



