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Eli zabeth maintained frequent correspondence with fonner students, 
whom she considered fri ends and extended famil y after they left St. Joseph's. 
Alumnae were welcomed and encouraged to visit and even join in the an­
nual community retreat. An example of Eli zabeth's strong relationships with 
former students can be seen in a letter written to Mary Diana Harper that 
described the intimate detail s of the death of Eli zabeth's daughter, Rebecca: 

1817 December, the White House, Emmitsburg­
My ever dear Mary-
How many remembrances pressed on my heart on read­
ing your letter (20 May ] 817) and when your dear Mama 
related the d iffic ulty you had had to reconcil e yourself w ith 
the separati on so trul y painful ... . but you know all that is in 
�o�r �d �e�l�~� a part of our fin e Educati on in this pretty World where 
the fir st step to happiness is to subdue our feelin gs - by this 
time I am sure you are well convinced that your situation 
[of li ving in France] afford s you a thousand advantages you 
could never meet in our A merican Schools .... [M y] Bec was 
more li vely and playful to the last than you ever saw �h �e �l �~� 

after sittin g up so many months night and day, never able to 
li e down, and the three last days of her li fe in expectation of 
Death every moment, she yet had so much peace and forti­
tude that when we offered her [something] to lull her pain, 
she said, " may be I shall get away in my sleep if I take it, so 1 
wi ll bid you all good bye, give Ill y love to everybody" - yet 
she had made such earnest preparation for Death and was in 
such trul y heavenl y di spositi ons of mind that her cheerful ­
ness evidentl y was but the effect of a pure heart and good 
conscience - she dozed away her li fe li ke a sweet baby; re­
turning from a stupor which had lasted some time, she said, 
" it seemed to me J have been with our dear Lord and he 
showed me my littl e cup almost full , only a few drops more 
can go in it dearest Mother" - she breathed her dear Soul 
on her Mothers bosom I hope indeed in fu ll est security of 
Eternal rest fo r the dear one had so littl e rest in thi s world 
and united so constantly with the sufferings of our Savior. 
Dearest Mary how different your lif e from hers, her earl y 
hopes crushed in the bud - yours all cherished with the fa i r­
est promise[;] every hour of hers marked w ith pain - yours 
a succession of ease and pleasu reL] sweet Bec - the cruci­
fix which she had alw ays before her was her strength and 



support to the last, in her severest pains she would look at it 
with rolling tears and press my hand in silence - that crucifix 
you will blush to own, and find it oftener your reproach than 
your consolation - Yet through all your dangers of Salvation, 
God will be a faithful God to you, if you are faithful to him 
as you well know. Your [little sis ter] Elizabeth will tell you 
how she loves her Sister Margaret [George] who is always 
the favourite, and truly a most useful and true friend to the 
little darling [and] who promises every thing your heart can 
wish. You are dearly remembered here by many, my dear 
Mary, and ever most tenderly loved by your own friend in 
best hopes of our eternal reunion. 

Your EASeton24 
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St. Joseph's was a school of love and care for the whole person exuded 
throu gh Elizabeth Ann Seton. Elizabeth, now the motherly teacher, ex pand­
ed her family through the community of sisters and students at the school 
and modeled a holistic approach to education through the organization and 
teaching style of St. Joseph's. Elizabeth said, "Tenderness is the language chil­
dren best understand," 25 which expressed how the Sisters of Charity lived 
out Jesus' mission in Emmitsburg daily. As St. Paul exhorted, "You should 
be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and 
patience. Ovet all these clothes, to keep them together and complete, put on 
love." 26 In Elizabeth's words: 

I am as a Mother encompassed by many children of differ­
ent dispositions - not all equally amiable or congenial, but 
bound to love, instruct, and provide for the happiness of all, 
to give the example of chearfulness [sic], Peace, resignation, 
and consider individuals more as proceeding from the same 
Origin and tending to the same end than in the different 
shades of merit or demeritY 

Archbishop John Carroll of Baltimore, a strong advocate of St. Joseph's 
Academy, wrote 11 September 1811, to praise and encourage Elizabeth Seton 
and the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph's valley "on your prosperity in the im­
portant duty of education which will and must long be your principal, and 

25 

Ibid. , II , 516-18. 
Ibid., li, 173. 

26 Colossians 3:12 & 14. 
27 Collected Writings, II, 154. 
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will always be your partial empl oyment. . .. The re fo re [the Siste rs of Charity] 
mus t consider the business as a laborious, chari table and pe rm anent object of 
the religious duty. " 2~ 

Eliza beth di scovered he r ca lling to be a teacher ea rl y in life as a gentle 
mentor and an o rga nized, multi-tasking mother w ho taught he r children at 
home. She continu ed to teach in New York City w hen she became a wid ow, 
struggling to support he r newly Ca tho li c fa mily in a Protestant city. She blos­
somed as a Ca tho lic matron and teacher both in Ba ltimore and Emmitsburg, 
Maryland. Finally, Eli zabeth 's life ended while she was fulfillin g her ro le as 
a mothe rl y teache r and Sis ter of Charity. What is Elizabeth, our mothe rl y 
teachel~ teaching us today? What is her advice for continuing the legacy of 
Charity edu cation? 

Artwork: "St. Eli zabeth and the Children" by land ry Randri ama nd roso. 
©200() Vi ll cell tioll Cell tajii/' Clrllrell ali a Socicfy, St. JOIIlI 'S Ulliversity, NeH) York. 
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Four Sisters of Cha rity from Emmitsburg, a t the in vita ti on of Bi shop 
Edward Fenw ick, a rrived in Cincinnati in 1829. Their firs t ministry was St. 
Peter 's Orphanage for girl s, and an accompanying day school. The Sisters of 
Charity of Cincinn ati continue the mission of Charity edu ca tion e ven tod ay 

'" John Ca rro ll, Tire j 011l1 Carroll Papers, ed ited by Thomas O' Brien Hanley, S.J ., 3 Vols. (Not re 
Dame, IN: Uni ve rsity of Notre Dame, 1976), 3:157. 
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with the College of Mount St. Joseph, Seton High school, other traditional 
and non-traditional venues, and with a new Cristo Rey high school to open 
in 2010 - 200 years after St. Joseph's Academy opened in Emmitsburg. 

Elizabeth wrote a letter to Sister Margaret George, the founding mother 
of the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati, who was on her way to mission, 28 
May 1819, with advice and blessing: 

My Marg[are]t, 
His Peace .... take care of Margaret exactly as you would of 
EAS - mind that [which was] my last injunction [to] remem­
ber all the little things I told you in this corner [of St. Joseph's 
Valley] about Kindness to Strangers in the true Spirit. You 
have so much to do for our Lord. May he bless you as my 
heart and Soul blesses you _ 29 

Elizabeth Seton's advice and blessings as preparations for a new venture 
in Charity education continue for the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati - the 
daughters of both herself and Margaret George in the 200th anniversary year 
of their founding. 3D 

29 Collected Writings, II, 612. 
3() America n Sis ters of Charity, 1809-2009. 


