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the time they reach adolescence. If this is true, not only has emotional damage likely already 

occurred, but the impact of prolonged exposure to community violence may also hamper the 

ability of interventions to improve the lives of the youth they serve. Additional research is 

needed on the trajectory of psychopathology over a longer period of time, and that starts at an 

earlier age than the current study, to determine if resources to help low-income urban youth are 

better used on interventions and preventions at an earlier age than is typical in the general 

adolescent population.   
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CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY 

The present study examined the impact of exposure to community violence on the 

trajectories of internalizing problems and externalizing problems, in a sample of low-income 

urban adolescents. More specifically, analyses tested whether relative level of exposure to 

community violence was related to have different trajectories of each psychopathology as youth 

transition from childhood to adolescence. The current study sought to demonstrate support for 

the Pathological Adaptation model, indicating that youth living in highly violent environments 

may avoid expressing internalizing symptoms, instead responding to distress with externalizing 

behaviors, which they may perceive as leaving them less vulnerable to victimization (Gaylord-

Harden et al., 2011; Ng-Mak, Salzinger, Feldman, & Stueve, 2004). The current study also 

posited that the presence of Pathological Adaptation might explain recent mixed findings in 

research with low-income urban adolescents, including studies that failed to find expected 

gender differences in rates of psychopathology, as well as unexpected declines in 

psychopathology during adolescence.  

Results found some evidence supporting the presence of Pathological Adaptation. Youth 

that reported being exposed to the most community violence also reported higher scores at 

baseline for both internalizing problems and externalizing problems consistent with previous 

literature on the risk during childhood exposure to community violence. Providing possible 

evidence of Pathological Adaptation, the baseline difference in youth-reported internalizing 

symptoms between the exposure to community violence groups was diminished as youth 

progressed into adolescence, with no significant difference remaining two years after baseline. 

Conversely, the significant baseline differences that were present for youth-reported 



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       76 

externalizing problems remained significant at wave 3, though the two groups did significantly 

converge over time. In tandem, these two findings suggest that the influence of exposure to 

community violence on youth living in poverty may be more robust for externalizing problems, 

compared to internalizing problems, which may indicate a hesitance to react to distress in ways 

that project weakness or vulnerability (Fowler, Tompsett, Braciszewski, Jacques-Tiura, & Baltes, 

2009a; Gaylord-Harden et al., 2011; Ng-Mak, Salzinger, Feldman, & Stueve, 2004).  

The current study also indicated that the high rates of exposure to community violence 

may reduce or eliminate the gender-differences in the emergence of psychopathology that are 

typically observed in the general adolescent population. The current study failed to find 

differences in the trajectories of symptoms between boys and girls, though differences were 

found for symptoms at intercept, with girls reporting higher symptoms for both internalizing 

problems and externalizing problems. Perhaps the most robust finding of the current research 

was that which indicated that youth tended to report higher levels of psychopathology than their 

parents. Despite previous research that suggests that youth tend to under-report externalizing 

problems, while parents tends to be more reliable reports, youth in the current sample reported 

greater levels of both types of psychopathology. These findings may reflect threats to validity of 

parent-reported psychopathology, in samples of low-income urban youth. Low-income 

adolescent’s greater likelihood to spend more time away from parents, in combination with low-

income parent’s higher risk for psychological problems and greater exposure to their own life 

stressors, all may threaten parent’s ability to monitor their child’s behavior and ultimately 

accurately report their child’s functioning. Clinical implications, directions for future research, 

and study limitations are also described.  



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       77 

REFERENCES 

Achenbach, T., & Rescorla, L. A. (2001). Manual for the ASEBA School-Age Forms & Profiles. 

Burlington, VT: University of Vermont, Research Center for Children, Youth, & Families. 

Anderson, E. (1990). StreetWise: Race, Class, and Change in an Urban Community. University 

of Chicago Press. 

Bacow, T. L., May, J. E., Choate-Summers, M., Pincus, D. B., & Mattis, S. G. (2010). 

Concordance Between Measures of Anxiety and Physiological Arousal Following Treatment 

of Panic Disorder in Adolescence. Child & Family Behavior Therapy, 32 (4), 322–333. 

doi:10.1080/07317107.2010.515843 

Basow, S. A., & Rubin, L. R. (1999). Gender influences on adolescent development. In N. G. 

Johnson, M. C. Roberts, & J. Worell (Eds.), Beyond appearance: A new look at adolescent 

girls (pp. 25–52). Washington, DC, US: American Psychological Association. 

doi:10.1037/10325-001 

Beidas, R. S., Suarez, L., Simpson, D., Read, K., & Zelencik, B. (2012). Contextual factors and 

anxiety in minority and European American youth presenting for treatment across two urban 

university clinics. Journal of Anxiety Disorders, 26 (4), 544–554. 

Beitchman, J. H., Kruidenier, B., INGLIS, A., & Clegg, M. (1989). The Children's Self-Report 

Questionnaire: Factor Score Age Trends and Gender Differences. Journal of the American 

Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 28 (5), 714–722. doi:10.1097/00004583-

198909000-00012 

Brendgen, M., Wanner, B., Morin, A., & Vitaro, F. (2005). Relations with parents and with 

peers, temperament, and trajectories of depressed mood during early adolescence. Journal of 

Abnormal Child Psychology, 33 (5), 579–594. 



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       78 

Brody, G. H., & Flor, D. L. (1997). Maternal psychological functioning, family processes, and 

child adjustment in rural, single-parent, African American families. Developmental 

Psychology, 33 (6), 1000–1011. 

Buka, S. L., Stichick, T. L., Birdthistle, I., & Earls, F. J. (2001). Youth exposure to violence: 

Prevalence, risks and consequences. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 71 (3), 298–310. 

doi:10.1037/0002-9432.71.3.298 

Burstein, M., Ginsburg, G. S., Petras, H., & Ialongo, N. (2010). Parent Psychopathology and 

Youth Internalizing Symptoms in an Urban Community: A Latent Growth Model Analysis. 

Child Psychiatry and Human Development, 41 (1), 61–87. doi:10.1007/s10578-009-0152-y 

Carlson, G. A., & Grant, K. E. (2008). The Roles of Stress and Coping in Explaining Gender 

Differences in Risk for Psychopathology Among African American Urban Adolescents. The 

Journal of Early Adolescence, 28 (3), 375–404. doi:10.1177/0272431608314663 

Cohen, J. (1992). A power primer. Psychological Bulletin, 112 (1), 155–159. 

Cole, D. A., Tram, J., Martin, J., Hoffman, K., Ruiz, M., Jacquez, F., & Maschman, T. (2002). 

Individual Differences in the Emergence of Depressive Symptoms in Children and 

Adolescents: A Longitudinal Investigation of Parent and Child Reports. Journal of Abnormal 

Psychology, 111 (1), 156–165. 

Compas, B. E., Ey, S., & Grant, K. E. (1993a). Taxonomy, Assessment, and Diagnosis of 

Depression During Adolescence. Psychological Bulletin, 114 (2), 323–344. 

Compas, B. E., Orosan, P., & Grant, K. E. (1993b). Adolescent stress and coping: Implications 

for psychopathology during adolescence. Journal of Adolescence, 16 (3), 331–331. 

Conger, R. D., Ge, X., Court, H. G., Lorenz, F. O., & Simons, R. L. (1994). Economic stress, 

coercive family process, and developmental problems of adolescents. Child Development, 65 



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       79 

(2), 541–561. 

Cooley-Strickland, M., Quille, T. J., Griffin, R. S., Stuart, E. A., Bradshaw, C. P., & Furr-

Holden, D. (2009). Community Violence and Youth: Affect, Behavior, Substance Use, and 

Academics. Clinical Child and Family Psychology Review, 12 (2), 127–156. 

doi:10.1007/s10567-009-0051-6 

Costello, D. M., Swendsen, J., Rose, J. S., & Dierker, L. C. (2008). Risk and protective factors 

associated with trajectories of depressed mood from adolescence to early adulthood. Journal 

of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 76 (2), 173–183. doi:10.1037/0022-006X.76.2.173 

D'Imperio, R., Dubow, E., & Ippolito, M. (2000). Resilient and stress-affected adolescents in an 

urban setting. Journal of Clinical Child Psychology, 29 (1), 129–142. 

Daughters, S. B., Reynolds, E. K., Macpherson, L., Kahler, C. W., Danielson, C. K., Zvolensky, 

M., & Lejuez, C. W. (2009). Distress tolerance and early adolescent externalizing and 

internalizing symptoms: The moderating role of gender and ethnicity. Behaviour Research 

and Therapy, 47 (3), 198–205. doi:10.1016/j.brat.2008.12.001 

Davis, M. C., Matthews, K. A., & Twamley, E. W. (1999). Is life more difficult on mars or 

venus? A meta-analytic review of sex differences in major and minor life events. Annals of 

Behavioral Medicine, 21 (1), 83–97. doi:10.1007/BF02895038 

Davis, T., Grant, K. E., Taylor, J. J., Carleton, R. A., & Masini, O. (2011, March 14). Stressful 

Life Experiences and Peer Externalizing Behavior as Mediators of the Relation between 

Reduced Family Support and Externalizing Symptoms in Low-Income Urban Youth. 

Education, F. D. O. (2006). Statewide school environ- mental safety incident report 

. Tallahassee, FL: Florida Department of Education. 

Epkins, C. C. (2000). Cognitive Specificity in Internalizing and Externalizing Problems in 



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       80 

Community and Clinic-Referred Children. Journal of Clinical Child Psychology, 29 (2), 

199–208. 

Forehand, R., Middlebrook, J., Rogers, T., & Steffe, M. (1983). Dropping out of parent training. 

Behaviour Research and Therapy, 21 (6), 663–668. doi:10.1016/0005-7967 (83)90084-0 

Foster, H., & Brooks-Gunn, J. (2009). Toward a stress process model of children's exposure to 

physical family and community violence. Clinical Child and Family Psychology Review, 12 

(2), 71–94. doi:10.1007/s10567-009-0049-0 

Fowler, P. J., Tompsett, C., Braciszewski, J., Jacques-Tiura, A., & Baltes, B. (2009a). 

Community violence: A meta-analysis on the effect of exposure and mental health outcomes 

of children and adolescents. Development and Psychopathology, 21 (01), 227–259. 

Fowler, P. J., Toro, P. A., Tompsett, C. J., & Baltes, B. B. (2009b). Community and Family 

Violence: Indirect Effects of Parental Monitoring on Externalizing Problems. Journal of 

Prevention & Intervention in the Community, 37 (4), 302–315. 

doi:10.1080/10852350903196308 

Garber, J., Keiley, M., & Martin, N. (2002). Developmental Trajectories of Adolescents' 

Depressive Symptoms* 1:: Predictors of Change. Journal of Consulting and Clinical 

Psychology, 70 (1), 79–95. 

Gaylord-Harden, N. K., Cunningham, J. A., & Zelencik, B. (2011). Effects of exposure to 

community violence on internalizing symptoms: does desensitization to violence occur in 

African American youth? Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology, 39 (5), 711–719. 

Ge, X., Conger, R., & Elder, G. H., Jr. (2001a). Pubertal Transition, Stressful Life Events, and 

the Emergence of Gender Differences in Adolescent Depressive Symptoms. Developmental 

Psychology, 37 (3), 404–417. 



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       81 

Ge, X., Lorenz, F. O., Conger, R., Elder, G. H., Jr., & Zelencik, B. (2001b). Trajectories of 

stressful life events and depressive symptoms during adolescence. Developmental 

Psychology, 37 (3), 404–417. 

Gorman-Smith, D., Henry, D., & Tolan, P. (2004). Exposure to community violence and 

violence perpetration: The protective effects of family functioning. Journal of Clinical Child 

and Adolescent Psychology, 33 (3), 439–449. 

Grant, K. E. (1995). Stress and Anxious-Depressed Symptoms among Adolescents: Searching 

for Mechanisms of Risk. 

Grant, K. E., Compas, B. E., Stuhlmacher, A. F., Thurm, A. E., McMahon, S. D., & Halpert, J. 

A. (2003). Stressors and child and adolescent psychopathology: Moving from markers to 

mechanisms of risk. Psychological Bulletin, 129 (3), 447–466. doi:10.1037/0033-

2909.129.3.447 

Grant, K. E., Compas, B. E., Thurm, A. E., McMahon, S. D., & Gipson, P. Y. (2004a). Stressors 

and Child and Adolescent Psychopathology: Measurement Issues and Prospective Effects. 

Grant, K. E., Katz, B., Thomas, K., O'Koon, J., Meza, C., DiPasquale, A., et al. (2004b). 

Psychological symptoms affecting low-income urban youth. Journal of Adolescent 

Research, 19 (6), 613. 

Grant, K. E., McCormick, A., Poindexter, L., Simpkins, T., Janda, C. M., Thomas, K. J., et al. 

(2005). Exposure to violence and parenting as mediators between poverty and psychological 

symptoms in urban African American adolescents. Journal of Adolescence, 28 (4), 507–521. 

doi:10.1016/j.adolescence.2004.12.001 

Gross, D., Julion, W., & Fogg, L. (2001). What Motivates Participation and Dropout Among 

Low-Income Urban Families of Color in a Prevention Intervention? Family Relations, 50 



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       82 

(3), 246–254.  

Guerra, N., Huesmann, L., & Spindler, A. (2003). Community violence exposure, social 

cognition, and aggression among urban elementary school children. Child Development, 74 

(5), 1561–1576. 

Haggerty, K. P., Fleming, C. B., Lonczak, H. S., Oxford, M. L., Harachi, T. W., & Catalano, R. 

F. (2002). Predictors of Participation in Parenting Workshops. The Journal of Primary 

Prevention, 22 (4), 375–387. doi:10.1023/A:1015227623145 

Hankin, B. L. B., Abramson, L. Y. L., Moffitt, T. E. T., Silva, P. A. P., McGee, R. R., & Angell, 

K. E. K. (1998). Development of depression from preadolescence to young adulthood: 

emerging gender differences in a 10-year longitudinal study. Journal of Abnormal 

Psychology (1906), 107 (1), 128–140. 

Hankin, B. L., Mermelstein, R., & Roesch, L. (2007). Sex Differences in Adolescent Depression: 

Stress Exposure and Reactivity Models. Child Development, 78 (1), 279–295. 

doi:10.1111/j.1467-8624.2007.00997.x 

Harachi, T., Fleming, C., White, H., Ensminger, M., Abbott, R., Catalano, R. F., & Haggerty, K. 

(2006). Aggressive behavior among girls and boys during middle childhood: Predictors and 

sequelae of trajectory group membership. Aggressive Behavior, 32 (4), 279–293. 

Hardaway, C. R., McLoyd, V. C., & Wood, D. (2012). Exposure to Violence and 

Socioemotional Adjustment in Low-Income Youth: An Examination of Protective Factors. 

American Journal of Community Psychology, 49, 112–126. doi:10.1007/s10464-011-9440-3 

Hart, S. L., Hodgkinson, S. C., Belcher, H., & Zelencik, B. (2012). Somatic symptoms, peer and 

school stress, and family and community violence exposure among urban elementary school 

children. Journal of Behavioral Medicine. 



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       83 

Haynie, D. (2003). Contexts of risk? Explaining the link between girls' pubertal development and 

their delinquency involvement. Social Forces, 82 (1), 355–397. 

Herjanic, B., & Reich, W. (1997). Development of a Structured PsychiatricInterview for 

Children: Agreement Between Child and Parent on Individual Symptoms. Journal of 

Abnormal Child Psychology, 25, 21–31. 

Hill, K. G., Howell, J. C., Hawkins, J. D., & Battin-Pearson, S. R. (1999). Childhood Risk 

Factors for Adolescent Gang Membership: Results from the Seattle Social Development 

Project. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 36 (3), 300–322. 

doi:10.1177/0022427899036003003 

Hu, L.-T., & Bentler, P. M. (1999). Cutoff criteria for fit indexes in covariance structure 

analysis: Conventional criteria versus new alternatives. Structural Equation Modeling, 6 (1), 

1–55. doi:10.1080/10705519909540118 

Jose, P. E., & Ratcliffe, V. (2004). Stressor Frequency and Perceived Intensity as Predictors of 

Internalizing Symptoms: Gender and Age Differences in Adolescence. New Zealand Journal 

of Psychology, 33 (3), 145–155. 

Kerig, P. K., Ward, R. M., Vanderzee, K. L., & Arnzen Moeddel, M. (2009). Posttraumatic 

Stress as a Mediator of the Relationship Between Trauma and Mental Health Problems 

Among Juvenile Delinquents. Journal of Youth and Adolescence, 38 (9), 1214–1225. 

doi:10.1007/s10964-008-9332-5 

Kessler, R. C., Walters, E. E., & Forthofer, M. S. (1998). The Social Consequences of 

Psychiatric Disorders, III: Probability of Marital Stability. American Journal of Psychiatry, 

(155), 1092–1069. 

Kline, R. (2005). Principles and Practice of Structural Equation Modeling (2nd ed.). New York, 



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       84 

NY: Guilford Press. 

Lambert, S. F., Ialongo, N. S., Boyd, R. C., & Cooley, M. R. (2005). Risk Factors for 

Community Violence Exposure in Adolescence. American Journal of Community 

Psychology, 36 (1-2), 29–48. doi:10.1007/s10464-005-6231-8 

Larson, R. W., & Richards, M. H. (1994). Family Emotions: Do Young Adolescents and Their 

Parents Experience the Same States? Journal of Research on Adolescence, 4 (4), 567–583. 

doi:10.1207/s15327795jra0404_8 

Letcher, P., Smart, D., Sanson, A., & Toumbourou, J. W. (2009). Psychosocial Precursors and 

Correlates of Differing Internalizing Trajectories from 3 to 15 Years1. Social Development, 

18 (3), 618–646. doi:10.1111/j.1467-9507.2008.00500.x 

Leventhal, T., & Brooks-Gunn, J. (2003). Children and youth in neighborhood contexts. Current 

Directions in Psychological Science, 12 (1), 27–31. 

Lewinsohn, P. M., Clarke, G. N., Seeley, J. R., & Rohde, P. (1994). Major Depression in 

Community Adolescents: Age at Onset, Episode Duration, and Time to Recurrence. Journal 

of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 33 (6), 809–818. 

doi:10.1097/00004583-199407000-00006 

Lewis, K. M., Byrd, D. A., & Ollendick, T. H. (2012). Anxiety symptoms in African-American 

and Caucasian youth: Relations to negative life events, social support, and coping. Journal of 

Anxiety Disorders. 

Lynch, M. (2003). Consequences of children's exposure to community violence. Clinical Child 

and Family Psychology Review, 6 (4), 265–274. 

Mason, W., & Windle, M. (2002). Reciprocal Relations Between Adolescent Substance Use and 

Delinquency* 1:: A Longitudinal Latent Variable Analysis. Journal of Abnormal 



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       85 

Psychology, 111 (1), 63–76. 

McCart, M. R., Smith, D. W., Saunders, B. E., Kilpatrick, D. G., Resnick, H., & Ruggiero, K. J. 

(2007). Do urban adolescents become desensitized to community violence? Data from a 

national survey. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 77 (3), 434–442. doi:10.1037/0002-

9432.77.3.434 

Mclaughlin, K. A., & Hatzenbuehler, M. L. (2009a). Stressful life events, anxiety sensitivity, and 

internalizing symptoms in adolescents. Journal of Abnormal Psychology, 118 (3), 659–669. 

doi:10.1037/a0016499 

Mclaughlin, K. A., & Hatzenbuehler, M. L. (2009b). Mechanisms Linking Stressful Life Events 

and Mental Health Problems. Journal of Adolescent Health, 44 (2), 153–160. 

doi:10.1016/j.jadohealth.2008.06.019 

Mclaughlin, K. A., Hatzenbuehler, M. L., & Hilt, L. M. (2009). Emotion dysregulation as a 

mechanism linking peer victimization to internalizing symptoms in adolescents. Journal of 

Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 77 (5), 894–904. doi:10.1037/a0015760 

McLoyd, V. C., & Wilson, L. (1992). Telling Them Like It Is: The Role of Economic and 

Environmental Factors in Single Mothers' Discussions with Their Children. American 

Journal of Community Psychology, 20 (4), 419–444. 

McMahon, S., Grant, K. E., Compas, B. E., Thurm, A., & Ey, S. (2003). Stress and 

psychopathology in children and adolescents: is there evidence of specificity? Journal of 

Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 44 (1), 107–133. 

Montague, M., Cavendish, W., Enders, C. K., & Dietz, S. (2011). Interpersonal Relationships 

and the Development of Behavior Problems in Adolescents in Urban Schools: A 

Longitudinal Study. American Journal of Community Psychology, 49 (1-2), 646–657. 



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       86 

doi:10.1007/s10464-011-9440-3 

Mrug, S., Loosier, P. S., & Windle, M. (2008). Violence exposure across multiple contexts: 

Individual and joint effects on adjustment. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 78 (1), 70–

84. doi:10.1037/0002-9432.78.1.70 

Murphy, J. M., Laird, N. M., Monson, R. R., Sobol, A. M., & Leighton, A. H. (2000). A 40-Year 

Perspective on the Prevalence of DepressionThe Stirling County Study. Archives of General 

Psychiatry, 57 (3), 209–215. doi:10.1001/archpsyc.57.3.209 

Muthén, L. K., & Muthén, B. O. (2010). Mplus User's Guide, 6th Edition (6 (null) ed.). Los 

Angeles, CA: Muthén & Muthén. 

Nagin, D. S. (1999). Analyzing Developmental Trajectories: A Semiparametric, Group-Based 

Approach. Psychological Methods, 4 (2), 139–157.  

Ng-Mak, D. S., Salzinger, S., Feldman, R. S., & Stueve, A. (2002). Normalization of violence 

among inner-city youth: A formulation for research. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 

72 (1), 92–101. doi:10.1037/0002-9432.72.1.92 

Ng-Mak, D. S., Salzinger, S., Feldman, R. S., & Stueve, C. A. (2004). Pathologic Adaptation to 

Community Violence Among Inner-City Youth. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 74 

(2), 196–208. doi:10.1037/0002-9432.74.2.196 

Overbeek, G., Vollebergh, W., Meeus, W., Engels, R., & Luijpers, E. (2001). Course, Co-

Occurrence, and Longitudinal Associations of Emotional Disturbance and Delinquency 

from Adolescence to Young Adulthood: A Six-Year Three-Wave Study, Journal of 

Youth and Adolescence, 30 (4), 401-426. 

Repetti, R. L., Taylor, S. E., & Seeman, T. E. (2002). Risky Families: Family Social 

Environments and the Mental and Physical Health of Offspring. Psychological Bulletin, 128 



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       87 

(2), 330–366. doi:10.1037//0033-2909.128.2.330 

Repetto, P., Caldwell, C., & Zimmerman, M. (2004). Trajectories of depressive symptoms 

among high risk African-American adolescents. The Journal of adolescent health: official 

publication of the Society for Adolescent Medicine, 35 (6), 468. 

Reynolds, L., O'Koon, J., Papademetriou, E., Szczygiel, S., & Grant, K. E. (2001). Stress and 

somatic complaints in low-income urban adolescents. Journal of Youth and Adolescence, 30 

(4), 499–514. doi:10.1023/a:1010401417828 

Rosseel, Y. (2012). Lavaan: An R Package for Structural Equation Modeling, 48 (2), 1–36.  

Sanchez, Y. M., Lambert, S. F., & Ialongo, N. S. (2011). Adverse Life Events and Depressive 

Symptoms in African American Youth: The Role of Control-Related Beliefs. Depression 

Research and Treatment, 2011, 1–13. doi:10.1155/2011/871843 

Sanchez, Y. M., Lambert, S. F., & Ialongo, N. S. (2012). Life events and depressive symptoms in 

African American adolescents: do ecological domains and timing of life events matter? 

Journal of Youth and Adolescence. 

Santiago, C. D., Wadsworth, M. E., & Stump, J. (2011). Socioeconomic status, neighborhood 

disadvantage, and poverty-related stress: prospective effects on psychological syndromes 

among diverse low-income families. Journal of Economic Psychology, 32 (2), 218–230. 

Scaramella, L. V., Conger, R. D., & Simons, R. L. (1999). Parental Protective Influences and 

Gender-Specific Increases in Adolescent Internalizing and Externalizing Problems. Journal 

of Research on Adolescence, 9 (2), 111–141. doi:10.1207/s15327795jra0902_1 

Schwab-Stone, M., Chen, C., Greenberger, E., Silver, D., Lightman, J., & Voyce, C. (1999). No 

Safe Haven II: The Effects of Violence Exposure on Urban Youth. Journal of the American 

Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 38 (4), 359–367. doi:10.1097/00004583-



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       88 

199904000-00007 

Selfhout, M., Branje, S., & Meeus, W. (2009). Developmental trajectories of perceived 

friendship intimacy, constructive problem solving, and depression from early to late 

adolescence. Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology, 37 (2), 251–264. 

Shaffer, A., Forehand, R., & Kotchick, B. (2002). A Longitudinal Examination of Correlates of 

Depressive Symptoms Among Inner-City African-American Children and Adolescents. 

Journal of Child and Family Studies, 11 (2), 151–164. 

Spoth, R., Goldberg, C., & Redmond, C. (2004). Engaging Families in Longitudinal Preventive 

Intervention Research: Discrete-Time Survival Analysis of Socioeconomic and Social-

Emotional Risk Factors. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 67 (1), 157–163. 

Stein, D., Williamson, D. E., Birmaher, B., Brent, D. A., Kaufman, J., Dahl, R. E., et al. (2000). 

Parent–Child Bonding and Family Functioning in Depressed Children and Children at High 

Risk and Low Risk for Future Depression. Journal of the American Academy of Child and 

Adolescent Psychiatry, 39 (11), 1387–1395. doi:10.1097/00004583-200011000-00013 

Stein, Jaycox, L., Kataoka, S., & Rhodes, H. (2003). Prevalence of child and adolescent exposure 

to community violence. Clinical Child and Family Psychology Review. 

Sweeney, C., Goldner, J., & Richards, M. (2011). Exposure to Community Violence and Daily 

Feeling States Among Urban African American Youth. Journal of Prevention & Intervention 

in the Community, 39 (2), 114–131. doi:10.1080/10852352.2011.556560 

Tolan, P. H., & Henry, D. (1996). Patterns of psychopathology among urban poor children: 

Comorbidity and aggression effects. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 64 (5), 

1094–1099. doi:10.1037/0022-006X.64.5.1094 

Tolan, P., Gorman-Smith, D., & Henry, D. (2003). The Developmental Ecology of Urban Males' 



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       89 

Youth Violence. Developmental Psychology, 39 (2), 274–291. doi:10.1037/0012-

1649.39.2.274 

Twenge, J., & Nolen-Hoeksema, S. (2002). Age, gender, race, socioeconomic status, and birth 

cohort differences on the children's depression inventory: a meta-analysis. Journal of 

Abnormal Psychology, 111 (4), 578–588. 

Updegraff, K. A., Umaña-Taylor, A. J., McHale, S. M., Wheeler, L. A., & Perez-Brena, N. J. 

(2012). Mexican-Origin Youth’s Cultural Orientations and Adjustment: Changes From Early 

to Late Adolescence. Child Development, 83 (5), 1655–1671. doi:10.1111/j.1467-

8624.2012.01800.x 

Vandenberg, R. J., & Grelle, D. M. (2009). Alternative model specifications in structural 

equation modeling. In Statistical and methodological myths and urban legends (pp. 165–

191). New York, NY: Taylor & Francis. 

Vasquez, M. J. T., & las Fuentes, de, C. (1999). American-born Asian, African, Latina, and 

American Indian adolescent girls: Challenges and strengths. In N. G. Johnson, M. C. 

Roberts, & J. Worell (Eds.), Beyond appearance: A new look at adolescent girls. (pp. 151–

173). Washington, DC, US: American Psychological Association. doi:10.1037/10325-006 

Voisin, D. R. (2007). The Effects of Family and Community Violence Exposure among Youth: 

Recommendations for Practice and Policy. Journal of Social Work Education, 43 (1), 51–66. 

Wadsworth, M. E., & Compas, B. E. (2002). Coping with Family Conflict and Economic Strain: 

The Adolescent Perspective. Journal of Research on Adolescence, 12 (2), 243–274. 

Weinberger, D. A., Tublin, S. K., Ford, M. E., & Feldman, S. S. (2005). Preadolescents' Social-

Emotional Adjustment and Selective Attrition in Family Research. Child Development, (61), 

1374–1386. 



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       90 

White, K. S., Bruce, S. E., Farrell, A., & Kliewer, W. (1998). Impact of exposure to community 

violence on anxiety: A longitudinal study of family social support as a protective factor for 

urban children. Journal of Child and Family Studies, 7 (2), 187–203. 

White, K. S., Bruce, S. E., Farrell, A., & Kliewer, W. (2010). Comparison of Gender for Lifetime 

Prevalence for Type of Exposure to Violence, Among Low-income Urban Youth. 

Wiesner, M. (2003). A Longitudinal Latent Variable Analysis of Reciprocal Relations Between 

Depressive Symptoms and Delinquency During Adolescence* 1. Journal of Abnormal 

Psychology, 112 (4), 633–645. 

Wiesner, M., & Kim, H. (2006). Co-occurring delinquency and depressive symptoms of 

adolescent boys and girls: A dual trajectory modeling approach. Developmental Psychology, 

42 (6), 1220–1235. 

Wiesner, M., & Silbereisen, R. (2003). Trajectories of delinquent behaviour in adolescence and 

their covariates: Relations with initial and time-averaged factors. Journal of Adolescence, 26 

(6), 753–771. 

Windle, M. (2000). A latent growth curve model of delinquent activity among adolescents. 

Applied Developmental Science, 4 (4), 193–207.  

Wolff, J. C., & Ollendick, T. H. (2006). The Comorbidity of Conduct Problems and Depression 

in Childhood and Adolescence. Clinical Child and Family Psychology Review, 9 (3-4), 201–

220. doi:10.1007/s10567-006-0011-3 

  



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY       91 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A 

Fit statistics and chi-square (χ2) differences of nested models for the linear growth models with 
gender, school, and grade as time invariant covariates 

 

 

  



Running head: EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY              92 

Appendix A. Fit statistics and chi-square (χ2) differences of nested models for the linear growth models with gender, school, and 
grade as time invariant covariates 
 
 Model Fit Model Difference 
Model. Parameter Constraint1 χ2 df CFI RMSEA  ΔM Δdf Δχ2 
M4c. ECV YSR Internalizing Unconstrained2 45.06* 30 .91 .08     
M4ac. ECV YSR Internalizing Intercepts2      M4c –M4ac 1 4.25* 
M4bc. ECV YSR Internalizing Slopes2      M4c –M4bc 1 6.19* 
M5c. ECV CBCL Externalizing Unconstrained3 30.61 27 .92 .07     
M5ac. ECV CBCL Externalizing Intercepts3      M5c -M5ac 1 4.72* 
M5bc. ECV CBCL Externalizing Slopes3      M5c -M5bc 1 .03 
Supplemental ECV Models         
M6c. ECV YSR Externalizing Unconstrained4` 29.89 21 .90 .07     
M6ac. ECV YSR Externalizing Intercepts4      M6c -M6ac 1 8.80* 
M6bc. ECV YSR Externalizing Slopes4      M6c -M6bc 1 1.29 
M7c. ECV CBCL Internalizing Unconstrained 32.99 32 .97 .04     
M7ac. ECV CBCL Internalizing Intercepts      M7c -M7ac 1 2.01 
M7bc. ECV CBCL Internalizing Slopes      M7c -M7bc 1 1.78 
Note: χ2=Robust Chi-square estimate; CFI=Confirmatory Fit Index; RMSEA=Root Mean Square Error of Approximation; 
ECV=Exposure to Community Violence; YSR=Youth Self-Report; CBCL=Child Behavioral Checklist; c-subscript identifies these 
models as the “covariate models” and distinguishes them from their “original“ counterparts.  
*p<.05; **p<.001 
1= Models generally achieved their best fit with the same constraints as the original (non-covariate) models, with some additional 
constraints added to achieve optimal fit. The effect of the three time-invariant covariates (gender, grade, and school) were generally 
constrained to be equal over time, as well as equal between ECV groups, with only two excepts (ECV YSR Externalizing Models and 
ECV CBCL Externalizing models).  
2=Significant covariate effects were also found for gender on T1 YSR Internalizing models, though the effects did not vary by group 
(boys: m=11.72, sd=8.54; girls: m=15.59, sd=9.59).  
3=The effect of gender was allowed to vary over time and between groups, with significant effects found for the high ECV group on 
T1 CBCL Externalizing (boys: m=7.74, sd=7.82; girls: m=11.16, sd=10.57) and T2 CBCL Externalizing (boys: m=4.67, sd=5.62; 
girls: m=8.18, sd=8.01).  
4=The effect of school was allowed to vary over time and between groups (to achieve strong model fit). 


